
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:      All Legislators 
  
From:   Senators Chris Kapenga & Dale Kooyenga, Representatives Rob Hutton, Joe 
Sanfelippo & Dan Knodl 
  
RE:     Co-Sponsorship of LRB-5506: The Car Theft and Reckless Driving Prevention Act 
  
SHORT DEADLINE: Thursday, January 30th at 2PM 
  
In recent years, an epidemic of motor vehicle thefts, reckless driving and suspects fleeing an officer 
have been highlighted as a major public safety concern across the state. Often these charges are 
intertwined and have led to a number of occurrences of property damage, injury and even loss of 
life.  Here are just some examples of the tragic consequences that these crimes inflict on families: 

  

•         In June 2019, Milwaukee Police Officer Charles Irvine Jr. died after his patrol car violently crashed 
while pursuing an individual fleeing from police. The individual fleeing had his 5 year-old son in the 
car. 

•         In November 2019, two Milwaukee homes caught fire after a reckless driver crashed into them 
while fleeing from police. 

•         In October 2019, two young Milwaukee girls were killed and another was seriously injured in a 
hit-and-run from an individual that ran a red light. 

•         In May 2018, a Madison man was recklessly driving over 100 MPH on a city street when he lost 
control of his vehicle and killed a pedestrian and injured another. 

•         In Green Bay, kids as young as 12 years old have been caught stealing vehicles. 
  
There are hundreds of additional stories from around the state that demonstrate how people have 
been affected by these crimes. It is clear that this is a statewide issue. In fact, WIDOJ Uniform Crime 
Reporting data shows eight of the ten most populous Wisconsin counties have seen increases in motor 
vehicle theft offenses between 2014 and 2018, including 130% in Dane County, 125% in Winnebago 
County and 105% in Outagamie County. 
  
In 2019, recognizing that reckless driving and motor vehicle theft were a threat to public safety, the 
City of Milwaukee formed the Carjacking and Reckless Driving Task Force. This task force was comprised 
of elected officials, members of law enforcement, court officials and community members. Several of 
the recommendations have been incorporated into this bill. 
  
This bill would build on 2017 Act 311, which increased penalties for carjacking, by giving law 
enforcement the tools needed to hold individuals accountable for these actions.  By reducing instances 
of reckless driving and car theft we can help keep our streets safe and ultimately save lives. 
  
The bill proposes the following: 
  

1.       Increase the penalties for vehicle theft and creates a 30-day mandatory minimum term of 
incarceration for vehicle theft. 
2.       Increase the penalties for reckless driving. 
3.       Increase the penalties for fleeing an officer. 

https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/crime/2019/04/04/milwaukee-crime-driver-pursuit-killed-officer-sentenced-30-years/3368938002/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6IWOnV48YBU
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7648109/Driver-killed-two-sisters-hit-run-crash-later-admitted-rookie-mistake.html
https://www.channel3000.com/complaint-driver-was-speeding-at-more-than-100-mph-before-deadly-pedestrian-crash/
https://www.wbay.com/content/news/Kids-as-young-as-12-stealing-cars-in-Green-Bay-506995121.html


4.       Require a prosecutor to petition the court if they wish to drop or amend charges of vehicle theft, 
reckless driving or fleeing an officer. 
5.       Allow the court to order a person who is found guilty of vehicle theft or reckless driving to attend 
a victim impact panel as part of their sentence. 

  
Short Deadline:  Thursday, January 30th at 2 PM.  Please respond to this email or call Sen. 
Kapenga at 266-9174 or Rep. Hutton at 267-9836. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill increases the penalties for vehicle theft, reckless driving, and fleeing man officer. 
  

VEHICLE THEFT 
Under current law, if a person takes or operates a vehicle or commercial motor vehicle without the 
consent of the owner (vehicle theft), the person is guilty of a felony.  Under current law, the class of 
felony for the crime of vehicle theft depends on whether the person used force, the type of force 
used, whether it is a repeat offense, and whether the vehicle was a commercial vehicle. 
  
The bill increases the penalties for vehicle theft by one felony classification and imposes a 30-day 
mandatory minimum term of incarceration for vehicle theft, for knowingly being a passenger in a 
stolen vehicle, or for removing a part of a vehicle without the consent of the owner. 
  
Currently, subject to certain exceptions, a person under 17 years of age who is alleged to have 
violated a criminal law is subject to the jurisdiction of the Juvenile Court, which is assigned to 
exercise jurisdiction under the Juvenile Justice Code, and is subject to the procedures and 
dispositions specified in the Juvenile Justice Code.  Under current law, a person who is under the 
jurisdiction of the Juvenile Court is not subject to the sentencing requirements under the Criminal 
Code.  Under the bill, if a juvenile has been adjudged delinquent for vehicle theft, for knowingly 
being a passenger in a stolen vehicle, or for stealing a part of a vehicle, the Juvenile Court is required 
to place the juvenile in a secured placement in a juvenile detention facility, juvenile portion of a 
county jail, or juvenile correctional facility for a minimum of 30 days, in addition to any other 
dispositions that are available under the Juvenile Justice Code. 
  
Under the bill, if a prosecutor seeks to amend or dismiss a charge of vehicle theft, or if a petitioner 
seeks to amend or dismiss a petition that alleges that a juvenile has violated the vehicle theft laws, 
the charge or petition may be amended or dismissed only if the court finds that doing so is 
consistent with the public's interest in deterring the theft of motor vehicles. 
  

RECKLESS DRIVING 
Under current law, no person may endanger the safety of any person or property by the negligent 
operation of a vehicle, commonly referred to as “reckless driving.” 
  
Under the bill: 
  

1.       The penalty for reckless driving is increased from a $25-$200 forfeiture to a $50-$500 forfeiture. 
2.       The penalty for a second or subsequent reckless driving offense in a four-year period is 
increased from a fine of $50-$500 to a fine of $100-$1,000. 
3.       The penalty for recklessly driving on or across a railroad crossing is increased from a $300-
$1,000 forfeiture to a $600-$10,000 forfeiture. 



4.       The penalty for reckless driving that causes bodily harm to another is increased from a $300-
$2,000 fine and imprisonment of up to a year to a Class I felony. 
5.       The penalty for reckless driving that causes great bodily harm to another is increased from a 
Class I felony to a Class H felony. 
6.       If the prosecutor seeks to dismiss or amend a reckless driving charge, the prosecutor must apply 
to the court and the court may approve the application only if the court finds that the proposed 
amendment or dismissal is consistent with the public's interest in deterring the negligent operation of 
motor vehicles. 

  
FLEEING AN OFFICER 

Under current law, no operator of a vehicle, after having received a visual or audible signal from a 
traffic officer, federal law enforcement officer, or marked or unmarked police vehicle that the 
operator knows or reasonably should know is being operated by a law enforcement officer, shall 
knowingly flee so as to endanger other vehicles or pedestrians. Under the bill: 
  

1.       The penalty for fleeing an officer is increased from a Class I felony to a Class H felony. 
2.       The penalty for fleeing an officer and causing bodily harm to another or damage to the property 
of another is increased from a Class H felony to a Class G felony. 
3.       The penalty for fleeing an officer and causing great bodily harm to another is increased from a 
Class F felony to a Class E felony. 
4.       The penalty for fleeing an officer and causing death to another is increased from a Class E 
felony to a Class D felony. 
5.       If the prosecutor seeks to dismiss or amend a charge of fleeing an officer, the prosecutor must 
apply to the court and the court may approve the application only if the court finds that the 
proposed amendment or dismissal is consistent with the public's interest in deterring fleeing from an 
officer. 

  
VICTIM IMPACT PANELS 

The bill allows a court to order a person who is found guilty of certain crimes relating to reckless 
driving or vehicle theft, or a juvenile who is adjudicated delinquent for certain violations related to 
reckless driving or vehicle theft, to attend a victim impact panel or similar program as a part of his 
or her sentence or disposition. 
  
Because this bill creates a new crime or revises a penalty for an existing crime, the Joint Review 
Committee on Criminal Penalties may be requested to prepare a report. 
  
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 
to this bill. 

  
 


