
To: All Legislators 
From: Rep. Amanda Stuck 
RE: Co-Sponsor LRB 5455/1 Foster Parent Eligibility for BadgerCare Plus 
Deadline: SHORT DEADLINE Wednesday, February 19th at 5pm 
  
This bill is being brought forward on behalf of a constituent who brought this issue to my attention. 
Under current law, many children in foster care are eligible for BadgerCare, however that eligibility 
does not extend to the foster parent. In especially complicated placements, the parent might need to 
take extra time off work, reduce their hours, or otherwise become ineligible for their employer-
sponsored health insurance plan. At which point the foster parent often lacks affordable healthcare 
coverage 
  
The bill is modeled after a provision in Oklahoma’s SoonerCare program which provides medical 
assistance coverage to foster parents. The bill quite simply expands Badger Care Plus eligibility to 
foster parents making up to 200% of the federal poverty level. 
  
Over the last two legislative sessions we have made attempts to overhaul and improve the foster 
care system in Wisconsin for both the foster parents and the children in their care. This bill simply 
makes sure that foster parents are able to take care of themselves and their health, in addition to 
looking after the well-being of the foster child in their care. 
 
Attached is a copy of LRB 5455/1. If you would like to be added as a co-sponsor to this bill please 
respond to this email or call Rep. Stuck’s office at 6-3070 by Wednesday, February 19th at 5pm. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
Under the bill, a foster parent who is age 19 to 64, whose family income does not exceed 200 
percent of the federal poverty line, and who is a foster parent of a child who is living in the home 
with the foster parent is eligible for the Medical Assistance program under the BadgerCare Plus 
program. BadgerCare Plus, as a Medical Assistance program, is jointly funded by the state and 
federal governments, meaning that the federal government would pay as federal financial 
participation a portion of the benefits for individuals eligible for BadgerCare Plus. Under the bill, the 
Department of Health Services, which administers the Medical Assistance and BadgerCare Plus 
programs, must request from the federal Department of Health and Human Services any approval 
required to implement the program. 

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 
bill. 
 


