
TO: All Legislators 

FROM: Representative Jim Ott 
DATE: January 27, 2020 

RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB-5451/P1 – re: bail for a criminal defendant who 
is charged with bail jumping. 
DEADLINE: Tuesday January 28th at 3 PM 

  
Oftentimes when an offender is arrested for a serious crime, a check of the 
record will show previous offenses for which the offender was arrested and 
granted bail or unsecured bond and failed to appear in court at the 
appointed time. 
LRB 5451 has been drafted with the goal of protecting the public from 
those who have a propensity to reoffend. A signature bond is a defendant’s 
promise that he will come back to court and abide by the other conditions of 
bail without being required to actually post the amount of the bond with the 
court.  With a signature bond, the defendant is required to “execute an 
unsecured appearance bond in an amount specified by the judge.”  Wis. 
Stats §§ 969.02(1), 969.03(1). The court fills in the amount of money that 
the defendant promises to pay if he/she were to violate the agreement as 
specified.  If a signature bond is violated, the person owes the amount 
promised to the court.  
Constitutionally, “All persons, before conviction, shall be eligible for release 
under reasonable conditions designed to assure their appearance in court, 
protect members of the community from serious bodily harm or prevent the 
intimidation of witnesses. Monetary conditions of release may be imposed 
at or after the initial appearance only upon a finding that there is a 
reasonable basis to believe that the conditions are necessary to assure 
appearance in court. The legislature may authorize, by law, courts to 
revoke a person's release for a violation of a condition of release.” 
If the defendant has previously failed to appear for a court appearance 
while on bail or unsecured bond, a propensity to not appear in court has 
been established.  LRB 5451 would prevent a judge from releasing a 
known bail jumping offender without bail or on an unsecured bond. 
  
  
If you would like to cosponsor this legislation, please respond to this email 
or contact Representative Ott’s office by phone at 6-0486. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 



Under current law, a judge may release a person charged with a 
crime without bail, or may release the defendant only if he or she executes 
an unsecured appearance bond.  Under current law, a judge also has 
discretion to require a defendant to execute a secured bond to be 
released.  Under this bill, a judge may not release a defendant without bail 
or on an unsecured bond if the defendant is charged with bail 
jumping.  Such a defendant may be released only if he or she executes a 
secured bond. 
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