
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

  
DATE: January 31st 2020 
  
TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Senator Kathy Bernier 

Representative Treig E. Pronschinske & Representative Loren Oldenburg 
  

  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-5428/2, relating to pedestrians crossing railroads. 
  
SHORT DEADLINE: Tuesday, February 4th at 5:00pm 
  
Wisconsin is known for many outdoor activities such as fishing, hunting, hiking and many 
others.  Unfortunately, these activities are often hindered by railroads cutting through or 
obstructing many public properties and parks.  
  
We have a rich heritage of supporting our sportsmen and women in this state who buy 
their sporting licenses every year.  This common sense bill would simply allow people 
reasonable access to these lands.  Many Wisconsinites are already crossing these 
railroads.  Under the current law, hunters, anglers, trappers and others are not allowed to 
cross railroads except at designated spots, which may be miles away.  If they do cross at 
any other location they are in violation of the trespass laws. 
  
This legislation will help to ensure that individuals are able to safely cross a railroad 
without being in violation of the law. 
  
To be added as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact 
Allison in Rep. Pronschinske’s office at 6-7015 or Nathan in Sen. Bernier’s office at 6-
7511by 5:00pm on Tuesday February 4th. You will be added to both the Assembly 
and Senate versions unless requested otherwise. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
Under current law, with certain exceptions, no person may enter or remain on 

railroad tracks. The prohibition does not apply to the use of public highways or to 
a person driving across a railroad from one part of the person's land to another, 
among other things. 
This bill provides that the prohibition on entering or remaining on railroad 

tracks does not apply to a person walking directly across the tracks or right-of-way 
of a railroad. 
 


