
TO: All Legislators 

FROM: Rep. Paul Tittl 

RE: 
  

Co-Sponsorship of LRB-5410, relating to: petitions for conditional 
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Under current law, people committed to Mendota Mental Health Institute or Winnebago 
Mental Health Institute can be released conditionally. However, if that person violates 
one of the terms of release, the person is required to return to the facility. In that case, 
the person must wait 6 months before petitioning the court to grant another conditional 
release. Mental health professionals indicate that if the violation is minor, the situation 
can often be addressed in a shorter time frame. In those cases, the 6 month 
requirement is excessive. Further, because the charge per day to stay at Mendota 
Mental Health Institute or Winnebago Mental Health Institute is $1,129, keeping 
someone at either facility beyond a necessary timeframe is expensive and very costly 
for the taxpayer. 
  
The proposed legislation gives the professionals and judges the discretion to determine 
how long a person must wait until petitioning the court again for conditional release.  

If you wish to co-sponsor LRB-5410, please reply to this email or contact Rep. Tittl’s 
office at 6-0315 by 12:00 PM on Wednesday, February 12th. 
______________________________________________________________________

___________ 
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

 
Under current law, if a person is committed to institutional care following a finding of not 
guilty by mental disease or mental defect, the person may petition a court to be placed on 
conditional release after six months of commitment. If the court grants conditional release, 
the court may revoke the release if the person violates a rule or condition of the release or 
for the safety of the person or another. Under current law, if a court revokes a person's 
conditional release, the person may not petition the court to be placed again on conditional 
release until at least six months have passed since the revocation. Under this bill, if a court 
revokes a person's conditional release, that court must determine when the person may 
petition the court to be placed again on conditional release. 
 


