
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
To:      Legislative Colleagues 
  
From: Senator Darling 

Representative Ott 
  

Date:  Thursday, January 30, 2020 
            
Re:     Co-sponsorship of LRB-5377: The rights of members of homeowners’ 
associations and housing cooperatives to display political signs 
  
Deadline: Wednesday, February 5th, 2020 
  
We ask that you co-sponsor LRB-5377 to prevent homeowners’ associations from 
prohibiting members from expressing their support for a candidate for public office or 
referendum question through the display of a political sign. 
Under 703.105, condominiums are prohibited from imposing policies that prevent 
residents of the condominium from displaying both the United States flag and political 
signs in a reasonable manner. Under current law, there is a disparity between 
condominiums and homeowners’ associations. Homeowners’ associations cannot 
prohibit the display of United States flag, but unlike condominiums, may prohibit the 
display of political signs. 
This legislation concerning homeowners’ associations mirrors the condominium 
regulations for political signs, maintaining the exceptions currently in place for the 
display of the United States flag with respect to the time, place, and manner that serve to 
protect the substantial interest of the homeowners’ association. 
The Community Association’s 2018-2019 National and State statistical review reported 
there were 5,325 different community associations in Wisconsin, covering an estimated 
741,000 residents. Of these community associations, national trends show that the 
majority (54-60%) are homeowners’ associations and almost all of the rest are 
condominiums. 
This legislation was brought forth by a constituent who shared concerns regarding 
potential action by the board of his homeowners’ association that would prevent 
members from displaying any and all political signs. This bill protects the rights of 
property owners to express their political opinions in a harmless and constructive 
manner. 
LRB-5377 is necessary in order to eliminate the undue disparity in how the display of 
political signs is treated for condominiums and homeowners’ associations and protects 
the rights of Wisconsin residents to express their political opinions. 
If you have questions or would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact Senator 
Darling’s’ office (6-5830) or Representative Ott’s office (6-0486) before Wednesday, 
February 5th. Your name will be added to the Senate and Assembly version unless 
otherwise specified. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
  
 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/703/105

