
 

CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

Date:  1/17/2020 

  

To:      Legislative Colleagues 

  
From: Senators Alberta Darling & Dale Kooyenga 
            Representative Jon Plumer 

            

Re:    The Holocaust Education Act (LRB-5372) 

  

Deadline: Thursday, January 23, 2020 
  

We are writing to ask that you co-sponsor the Holocaust Education Act to ensure 
that Wisconsin students understand the important lessons of the Holocaust and the 
dangerous consequences of rising anti-Semitism and religious bigotry.  

  
LRB-5372 adds Holocaust education to the model academic standards for social 
studies. In addition, it guarantees that Wisconsin students learn about the Holocaust 
at least once during middle school and once during high school. The Wisconsin-
based Nathan and Esther Pelz Holocaust Education Resource Center is committed to 
providing materials, programming, and professional development necessary to 
implement this requirement at no additional costs to schools. 

  
This legislation is a necessary step in combatting the documented lack of awareness 
about the Holocaust among youth. Two-thirds of American millennials surveyed in 
2018 could not identify what Auschwitz was and 22% said they haven’t heard of the 
Holocaust.[1]   

  
Holocaust education is currently required in 11 states with legislation pending 
in 17 others. 

  
Why Holocaust education is needed in Wisconsin schools: 

                                                                                                                                                           
                   
  

•         A 2018 Audit of Anti-Semitic Incidents in Wisconsin showed a 22% 
increase in anti-Semitic incidents; 
  

•         More than 25% of all the recorded anti-Semitic incidents in 
Wisconsin last year took place among students or on campus; 

  

•         Nationally, assaults against Jews nearly doubled in 2018; 
  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2/#m_3099709314482870392__ftn1


•         Twenty-two percent of millennials in the poll said they haven’t heard 
of the Holocaust or are not sure whether they’ve heard of it — twice the 
percentage of U.S. adults who said the same; 1 

  

•         Two-thirds of American millennials surveyed could not identify 
Auschwitz.1 

As the number of living Holocaust survivors and witnesses dwindle, it is up to us to 
ensure that the unforgiveable events of the Holocaust are never forgotten and never 
repeated. 
If you have questions or would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact Senator 
Darling’s office (6-5830) or Representative Plumer’s office (6-3404), before 4:00 PM on 
January 23, 2020. Your name will be added to the Senate and Assembly version unless 
otherwise specified. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 


