
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
To:              All Legislators 
  
From:          Rep. Timothy Ramthun 

                    Sen. Duey Stroebel 
            
Date:           January 17, 2020 
  
RE:             Co-sponsorship of LRB-5368/1, relating to public notice of noncandidacy for 

incumbent local elected officials. 
  
DEADLINE:   Thursday, January 23rd @ Noon 
  
Free and fair elections are the cornerstone of any representative democracy. In order for the 

public to have confidence in the process and results of any election, transparency and openness 

are absolutely critical. 
  
In any election, if the incumbent files with the office of record a notification of noncandidacy or 

fails to file a notification of candidacy by a deadline, the seat is considered ‘open’. Under current 

law, there is no requirement for the office of record to provide public notice of an open seat. 
  
This bill would require any office of record for non-state elections (school board, local, county, 

etc.) to provide public notice via an Internet posting or in a local newspaper, if time permits. This 

notice would increase public awareness of an open seat that might otherwise go unnoticed. In 

addition, many individuals might be interested in public service, while also not wanting to run 

against an incumbent. With a public notice of an open seat, those individuals will have the 

chance to reevaluate their desire to run in light of an incumbent leaving office. 
  
In a representative democracy like the one we all enjoy in the United States, we should 

encourage public participation in our elections to whatever degree people desire. This bill will 

boost public awareness of open seat elections at the local and county level, allowing for people 

to engage in our system of government in ways they otherwise might not. 
  
If you are interested in co-sponsoring LRB 5368/1, please contact Jared in Rep. Ramthun’s 

office (6-9175) or John in Sen. Stroebel’s office (6-7513) by Noon on Thursday, January 23rd. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
Under current law, there is no public notice requirement when an incumbent local elected official 

whose office is up for election either files a notification of noncandidacy or fails to file a 

notification of candidacy within a specified time frame. 
Under this bill, if such an incumbent files a notification of noncandidacy or fails to file a 

notification of candidacy, that fact and relevant information about the office must be posted on 

the Internet and, if time permits, published one time in a local newspaper.  The bill's public 



notice requirement applies to the clerk or other officer or body with whom current law requires a 

notice of candidacy to be filed for a particular office. 
 


