
MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:                 All Legislators 
  
FROM:           Representative Rob Stafsholt 

Senator Jerry Petrowski 
  
DATE:           January 16, 2020 
  
RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB5366: permits for the overweight or oversize transport 
of the residue material resulting from treatment of municipal sewage. 
  

Deadline:        Short Deadline: January 21, 2020 
  
Earlier this year, the State Patrol advised the West Central Wisconsin Biosolids Facility 
that the heavy haul permit for hauling non-metallic or metallic scrap for the purposes of 
recycling or processing that it had been using was not valid because the DOT had no 
explicit statutory authority to issue an overweight permit for hauling recycling 
byproducts. As a result, the Facility has been required to reduce the size of its loads in 
one direction only to no more than 6,000 gallons.  More trips are now required and 
transportation costs for the Facility and the communities using the Facility are expected 
to increase by more than $215,000/year.  In addition, new trailers will have to be 
purchased at a cost of $300,000. All costs will be passed along to the end user which is 
the general public in these 19 communities. 
  
A statutory change would provide the DOT with explicit authority to issue an overweight 
permit up to 100,000 pounds so that wastewater, biosolids, and byproducts can 
continue to be hauled to and from the West Central Wisconsin Biosolids Facility as it 
had been without incident for the last 20 years.  The overweight permit will allow the 
purchase of an additional $300,000 of new trailers and an additional $215,000/year in 
transportation costs.  Keeping the costs of the Facility down so that community use is 
affordable provides important benefits for the entire region.  The communities who use 
the Facility support the request for a statutory change and their governing bodies have 
passed resolutions supporting the change. 
  
If you would like to sign on as a co-sponsor, please email Sharlene Konkel in 
Representative Stafsholt’s office or call 6-7683 or email Tim Fiocchi in Senator 
Petrowski’s office or call 6-2502 by Tuesday January 21st. 
  
 


