
 
  

CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
Date:     January 15, 2020 
  
To:         Legislative Colleagues 
  
From:    Representative Rob Summerfield 

   Senator Kathy Bernier 
  
RE:        Co-sponsorship of LRB 5353 & LRB 5355  relating to: creating statewide website for 

municipality housing reports, modifying housing reporting requirements, and requiring annual 

update of housing fee report. 
  
DEADLINE: Wednesday, January 29th 
  
Nationwide, there is a shortage of workforce housing, and Wisconsin is no exception. According 

to a recent report released by the Wisconsin REALTORs Association in conjunction with 

University of Wisconsin-Madison professor of urban and regional planning Dr. Kurt Paulsen, 

Wisconsin has seen a steady decline of housing construction. Simultaneously, employers are 

struggling to overcome a workforce shortage as the state unemployment rate continues to hover 

around 3%. 
  
A combination of a strong economy and workforce needs have increased the need for workforce 

housing. In addition to providing current working residents and their families with a place to 

live, Wisconsin will need to incentivize and provide adequate housing for the state’s new, 

growing workforce population. 
  
This bill is part of a broader package of “WisWorks” bills aimed at addressing this shortage of 

workforce housing. Municipalities’ differing levels of housing costs can lead to confusion; such 

as when a developer is determining what location is best for a workforce housing project, or an 

individual is looking to buy a home. As of Jan. 1, 2020, municipalities with populations greater 

than 10,000 have to annually create two housing reports (one on housing affordability, and one on 

new housing fees) and post them on their municipal website. This legislation would expand on 

current law in multiple ways: 
  

o   Adds a penalty for failure to submit reports on time. 

o   Applies the housing reporting requirements to municipalities with populations 

between 5,000-9,999 as of Jan. 1, 2022. 
o   Makes new housing fee reports annual (for congruity with housing affordability 

reports which are currently annual). 
o   Requires DOA to collect data from municipalities’ housing affordability 

reports and new housing fee reports and post that information in a searchable 

format on their website. 

https://www.wra.org/PressRelease/FallingBehind/
https://wkow.com/news/top-stories/2019/03/22/wisconsin-faces-workforce-shortage/


o   Requires DOA to send annual reports to standing housing committees in the 

Assembly and Senate by May 1st of that year. 
  
Expanding reporting requirements and housing this information on one searchable website would 

create easier access and more transparency of housing costs for all Wisconsinites. Further, 

providing comprehensive, annual housing affordability and fee reports to the Legislature gives 

greater oversight of, and ability to react to, housing costs statewide. 
  

To co-sponsor this legislation, please reply to this email or call Rep. Summerfield’s (6-1194) or 

Sen. Bernier’s (6-7511) office by 5:00PM Wednesday, January 29th. Co-sponsors will be added 

to both the Assembly and Senate versions unless otherwise indicated. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill requires the Department of Administration to post housing reports issued by 

municipalities on its website and requires municipalities to annually update a report on 

residential development fees. 
  
Current law requires municipalities with populations of at least 10,000 to prepare two housing 

reports no later than January 1, 2020, and to post the reports on the Internet.  One report is on the 

municipality's implementation of the housing element of the municipality's comprehensive plan, 

and the other report is on residential development fees charged by the municipality.  The housing 

element report must be updated annually by January 31. 
  
The bill requires municipalities to annually update the report on residential development fees by 

January 31.  Under the bill, municipalities must annually provide a copy of the two reports to 

DOA no later than January 31, and DOA must develop a web page on its website to post the 

reports in a searchable format.  The bill also requires DOA to annually submit a report to the 

appropriate standing committees of the legislature that summaries the information contained in 

the municipalities' reports. 
  
Also under this bill, the housing reports must be prepared and posted by a municipality with a 

population of 5,000.  The first of the reports must be prepared and posted not later than January 

1, 2022, with regard to a municipality with a population of at least 5,000, but fewer than 

10,000.  The current law January 1, 2020, date, and the required 2021 update, remain for 

municipalities with a population of at least 10,000.  If a municipality fails to meet the posting 

requirements for either of the housing reports, the bill prohibits the municipality from imposing 

impact fees or land dedication requirements until the report is posted. 
  
Because this bill may increase or decrease, directly or indirectly, the cost of the development, 

construction, financing, purchasing, sale, ownership, or availability of housing in this state, the 

Department of Administration, as required by law, will prepare a report to be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
  
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 



 


