
To:         All Legislators 
From:    Sen. Petrowski and Rep. Scott Allen 
Date:     January 8, 2020 
RE:         Co-Sponsorship of LRB-5300 and LRB-2004, relating to: virtual charter school 
student participation in resident school district interscholastic athletics and 
extracurricular activities 
Short Deadline:  January 13, 2020, at 4 P.M. 

  
The ability to participate in school sports and extracurricular activities is one key to 

student development and future success.  Student athletes are more likely to perform 
better academically and develop life skills such as time management, social skills, 
teamwork, and physical fitness.  Admissions boards in colleges and universities also 
examine applicant extracurricular activities.  Unfortunately, the opportunity for 
participation in these activities is not available to all public or home school students in 
Wisconsin. 

A virtual charter school (VCS) is an online public school that allows an open-
enrolled pupil to participate remotely.  The latest data from the Department of Public 
Instruction shows 48 virtual charter schools in Wisconsin serving nearly 7,000 
students.  Because of open enrollment, students from around Wisconsin can participate 
in whichever VCS they choose.  VCS students are often enrolled in a host school district 
which may be hundreds of miles away from their home. 

VCS students are technically not students in their resident, local school 
district.  Interscholastic athletic association rules generally prohibit students from other 
districts from participating.  Schools doing so face sanctions.  

In 2015, the legislature amended the law to allow homeschooled pupils the ability 
to participate in the resident’s local school district athletics and extracurricular activities 
to the same extent as any other pupil.  This bill extends those rights to pupils who attend 
a virtual charter school.  

If you would like to cosponsor this legislation, please reply back to this email, or 
call Sen. Petrowski’s office at x6-2502, or Rep. Allen’s office at x6-8580.  Cosponsors 
will be added to both the Senate and Assembly versions of the bill unless otherwise 
specified. 
 


