
 
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO: All Legislators 
  
FROM: Representative David Crowley 
              Representative Jimmy Anderson 
  
DATE: February 5, 2020 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-5259 – The Re-Entry Discrimination Prohibition Act 

  
DEADLINE: 02/14/2020 at 5 p.m.         
  
For someone re-entering society after imprisonment, the ability to find housing is often one of the 

largest hurdles to overcome. The Department of Corrections and probation officers often – but not 

always – can help former offenders find a place to live. Once completely separated from DOC, 

though, the ex-offender is his or her own. Former inmates are nearly 10 times more likely to 

become homeless than the general public. Homelessness can already perpetuate the cycle of crime 

and poverty; for the formerly incarcerated, that risk skyrockets. 
  
An ex-offender can be disqualified from public housing or housing assistance after incarceration. 

Landlords are often unwilling to rent to those with criminal records. Housing options are severely 

limited. This bill seeks to expand those options. 
  
The Re-Entry Discrimination Prohibition Act, part of the Second Chance HELP package, would 

prohibit discrimination based on arrest or conviction record more than 3 years old. Current law 

prohibits rental discrimination on the bases of sex, race, disability, religion, national origin, and 

many others. This bill would simply add the basis of arrest and conviction record to the list. 
  
The Wisconsin Department of Administration website page on Fair Housing says that fair housing 

is “the choice to live where you want to live and where you can afford to live without the fear or 

threat of discrimination.” That statement should hold true for everyone. This bill would make it 

so, and would decrease significantly the chances of someone re-offending because they cannot 

find a home. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-5259, please contact Representative Crowley’s office at 6-

5580 / Rep.Crowley@legis.wisconsin.gov or Representative Anderson’s office at 6-8570 

/ Rep.Anderson@legis.wisconsin.gov  by 5 p.m. on February 14, 2020. 
  

 
 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill prohibits discrimination in housing because of an arrest or conviction 
record. 
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Current law prohibits discrimination in housing on the basis of sex, race, color, sexual 
orientation, disability, religion, national origin, marital status, family status, status as a 
victim of domestic abuse, sexual assault, or stalking, lawful source of income, age, or 
ancestry (protected class), but not on the basis of arrest or conviction record.  Under 
current law, a person who engages in an act of housing discrimination may be required to 
provide such relief as may be appropriate, including economic and noneconomic damages 
and injunctive or other equitable relief, and to pay a forfeiture. 
  
Current law also prohibits a mortgage banker, mortgage loan originator, or mortgage 
broker from treating a person unequally based on the person's membership in a protected 
class.  In addition, current law prohibits a real estate broker or real estate salesperson from 
treating a person unequally based on the person's sex, race, color, handicap, national origin, 
ancestry, marital status, lawful source of income, or status as a victim of domestic abuse, 
sexual assault, or stalking. The bill prohibits discrimination in housing on the basis of an 
arrest or conviction record and prohibits a mortgage banker, mortgage loan originator, 
mortgage broker, real estate broker, or real estate salesperson from treating a person 
unequally based on such an arrest or conviction record. 
  
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
 


