
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:                 All Legislators 

FROM:          Senators Dale Kooyenga and LaTonya Johnson 

Representatives Warren Petryk and Kalan Haywood 
DATE:           Friday, January 17, 2020 
RE:                 LRB-5235 – PASSIVE REVIEW OF PROFESSIONAL LICENSES 
  
DEADLINE: Thursday, January 23, 2020 
The current workforce shortage remains on the forefront of our employers’ minds. According to 

a recent survey, 65 percent of employers continue to have difficulty finding employees. Part of 

this delay in hiring employees may be that nearly 20 percent of Wisconsin workers are required 

to be licensed for their jobs, with over 160 different professions requiring a license. 
Delays in the approval of a professional license that can last months or even a year cause great 

financial distress for people trying to find work while leaving them in limbo. This is bad for 

business as they need employees now, and it can be devastating for workers to wait for a 

credential. Delays can especially be a problem for people transitioning from incarceration into 

the workforce, for whom the approval process takes longer. 
If the state is going to require credentialing for certain occupations, it should also provide a 

decision about that credential within a reasonable amount of time. To accomplish that goal, this 

bill streamlines the professional licensure process by providing a “passive review” process for 

the approval of credentials. 
Under this new process, after reviewing a complete application, DSPS can forward the 

application to credentialing boards with a recommendation to either approve, approve with 

limitations, or deny the application. If the credentialing board doesn’t take specified action on an 

application recommended for approval by the department within ten business days, the 

application will be considered approved. Credentialing boards—where delays and backlogs often 

form—will also be given the ability to transfer ultimate decision making authority to DSPS. 
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation and its Assembly companion, please contact 

Senator Kooyenga’s office at 6-2512 or Representative Petryk’s office at 6-0660 before NOON 

on Thursday, January 23, 2020. Authors will be added to both versions unless otherwise 

requested. 
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill makes a number of changes regarding the process for the granting of professional 
credentials by the Department of Safety and Professional Services and credentialing boards 
in DSPS, including all of the following: 

1.      The bill explicitly allows a credentialing board to delegate authority to DSPS to 
make determinations regarding whether an applicant satisfies the requirements to 
be granted a credential and authority to grant or deny a credential in accordance 
with that determination. 
2.      Once an application for a credential is considered complete following an 
investigation conducted by DSPS, DSPS must, for a credential that is granted by a 
credentialing board, either 1) forward the application to the board or the board's 
designee with DSPS's recommendation regarding approval or denial of the 
application or 2) if DSPS has been delegated the authority to make a determination 
on the application, directly approve or deny the application in accordance with its 



determination. If DSPS forwards an application to the board or the board's designee 
with a recommendation that it be approved, the bill requires that the application be 
considered automatically approved by the board on the tenth business day 
thereafter, unless the application is acted on sooner or unless the board or its 
designee takes certain other actions before that date. 

  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 
to this bill. 
 


