
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Rep. Shae Sortwell 

  
DATE: January 15, 2020 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-5129 relating to: installation of smart meters by certain 
public utilities and cooperative associations. 
  
DEADLINE: January 31, 2020 at 5pm 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
For years, people in Wisconsin, America, and countries across the globe have held a 
strong opposition to “smart meters.” Objections include privacy and data security risks 
and health risks associated with radiation. 
  
All transmitted data is unquestionably at some level of risk of falling into unscrupulous or 
criminal hands, or used for unethical purposes. The World Health Organization has 
classified the radiofrequency radiation emitted from smart meters as a possible human 
carcinogen, and notes that further testing has strengthened the association. 
  
Regardless of one’s position on the scientific findings regarding radiofrequency 
radiation, or their views on personal data security, it should be up to individuals to 
decide their own level of risk and exposure, inasmuch as possible – not politicians or 
government bureaucrats. 
  
Currently, Wisconsin law does not require utilities to offer an opt-out option for users. 
Though the PSC does allow utilities to provide that option, only seven of Wisconsin’s 65 
providers allow for op-outs. 
  
LRB 5129 would give individuals the ability to reject a smart meter from being installed, 
or have a smart meter removed if one has already been installed. Providers would be 
required to create an approved plan for such individuals to pay reasonable costs 
associated with moving or replacing meters, and collection of usage data. 
  
Attached is a copy of LRB 5129. If you would like to be added as a co-sponsor to this 
bill please contact Derek in Rep. Sortwell’s office (6-9870) 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill prohibits certain public utilities and cooperative associations from installing certain meters 
at the premises of customers who object to the meters.  The public utilities and cooperative 
associations that are subject to the bill are those providing electricity, natural gas, or water to their 
customers or members.  The bill applies to “smart meters," which the bill defines as an electric or 
battery operated meter capable of measuring, recording, or sending data from a customer or 
member to a public utility or cooperative association.  To qualify as a smart meter under the bill, a 
meter must also be capable of doing the foregoing in a manner utilizing one-way or two-way 
communication between any entity or device.  Also under the bill, if a public utility or cooperative 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5504984/


association installed a smart meter at the premises of a customer or member who objects to the 
installation, the public utility or cooperative association must remove the smart meter.  In addition, 
the public utility or cooperative association must replace the smart meter with a meter that is neither 
a smart meter nor a modified smart meter. 
  
The bill also requires public utilities to submit tariffs for Public Service Commission approval that 
specify the procedures for customers to object to smart meters.  In addition, the tariffs must specify 
the charges imposed on customers who object to smart meters.  The bill requires the charges to be 
based on the costs reasonably incurred by public utilities to measure service used by such customers, 
including the cost of manually collecting usage readings no more frequently than annually and the 
cost of requiring customers to self-report usage readings no more frequently than quarterly.  The bill 
requires public utilities to submit the tariffs to the PSC no later than approximately three months 
after the bill goes into effect.  If a public utility demonstrates to the PSC's satisfaction that the public 
utility does not intend to install smart meters, the public utility is not required to submit a tariff. 
However, if such a public utility subsequently determines to install smart meters, the bill prohibits 
their installation until the public utility files, and the PSC approves, a tariff that complies with the 
foregoing requirements. 
  
As for cooperative associations, the bill provides that the PSC does not have jurisdiction over them 
to enforce the bill's requirements.  Instead, the bill allows a member of a cooperative association to 
bring an action in court to enjoin a violation of the bill or compel compliance. 
 


