
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
FROM:                                Rep. Tony Kurtz 
DATE:                                  December 11, 2019 
TO:                                      Legislative Colleagues 
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB 5051/1 – Expansion of the dental reimbursement 
pilot project under the Medical Assistance Program 
SHORT DEADLINE:           FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2019 – 4:00 PM 
REPLY TO:                           Rep. Kurtz – (608) 266-8531 
or Rep.Kurtz@legis.wisconsin.gov 
  
Any discussion that involves getting more Medicaid recipients to a dentist must include confronting a 
difficult truth: Wisconsin’s dental Medicaid program is chronically underfunded.  Legislators should 
support measures that would adequately compensate providers who treat BadgerCare patients. 
  

•         Less than 1% of the state’s Medicaid budget is spent on dental services; 
•         The state ranks 48th in the country on Medicaid rates; only two states pay less than 
Wisconsin; 
•         The last time dental received an across-the-board increase was in 2008, an increase of 
1%.  The time prior to that came in 2002, also a 1% increase.  In nearly 18 years, the State of 
Wisconsin has provided a total increase of 2% for providers seeing the most medically complex 
patient base. 
  

A recent report by the UW Population Health Institute, which studied data from the first year of the four 
county Medicaid pilot (October 2016-September 2017), showed encouraging and substantive 
results.  This includes: 
  

•         A 4% increase in the number of children accessing dental care in the pilot counties, equaling 
nearly 6,000 more children; 
•         A 5% increase for adults; 
•         An increase of 33% in the number of dentists signed up to see Medicaid patients in the pilot 
counties, nearly 70 in one year; 
•         Of those new dentists, 35% saw 100 or more patients 

  
While these results are early, they clearly demonstrate a positive trend line and a solid return on the 
state’s investment.  Legislators should use these independent, data-driven results as the basis 
for increasing reimbursement rates for proven, rapid increases in access to care. 
  

ANALYSIS BY THE LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU 
  
This bill expands statewide the dental reimbursement pilot project that, under current 
law, requires the Department of Health Services to distribute moneys to increase 
Medical Assistance reimbursement rates for pediatric dental care and adult emergency 
dental services provided in Brown, Marathon, Polk, and Racine Counties. 
  
Under the bill, DHS is required, subject to any necessary approval from the federal 
Department of Health and Human Services, to distribute moneys to increase statewide 
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Medical Assistance reimbursement rates for pediatric dental care and adult emergency 
dental services. 
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
  
 


