
To:      Legislative Colleagues 
From: Representative Knodl and Senators Testin, Darling 

Date:   January 31, 2020 
RE:     Co-sponsorship of LRB 5049/1 relating to: Construction of or improvements to 

indoor, athletic or aquatic athletic facilities, granting bonding authority and making an 

appropriation 
  

DEADLINE: Wednesday February 5, 2020 at NOON 
  
  
This legislation creates a grant program through the State Building Program housed at the State 

Building Commission. The program would authorize $5 million in bonding to eligible non-state 

projects. Individual grants would be capped at $1 million each and the projects would need 50% 

of the project costs raised from other non-state sources before they are eligible for the grant. 

Eligible projects under the bill would have to be related to constructing or renovating indoor, 

athletic or aquatic athletic facilities throughout the state. The Building Commission would accept 

applications for these grants and would have the responsibility of reviewing the applications and 

finally awarding the grants. Funding for this program is not ongoing. 
  
Many projects exist in communities throughout the state that serve a public purpose. Whether it 

is a sports complex or aquatic center, these projects provide a significant economic return to the 

community. This program would provide access to funding for those projects that are deemed 

worthy of investment. 
  
  
LRB Analysis: 
  
This bill amends the 2019-21 Authorized State Building Program to add grants to assist in 

constructing or making improvements to indoor, athletic or aquatic athletic facilities 

statewide.  The bill authorizes $5,000,000 in general fund supported borrowing for the 

grants.  Each grant may not exceed $1,000,000, and each grant recipient is required to raise 

nonstate funding in an amount equal to at least 50 percent of the total cost of the project for 

which the grant is awarded. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 

bill. 
  
To co-sponsor this resolution, please contact Senator Testin’s office at 6-3123 or Rep. 

Knodl’s office at 6-3796, or by email 

at Sen.Testin@legis.wisconsin.gov  or Rep.Knodl@legis.wisconsin.gov 
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