
TO:                All Legislators 
 
DATE:            December 10, 2019 
 
FROM:           Senator Jon Erpenbach 

Representative Sondy Pope 
Representative Dave Considine                      

 
RE: LRB-5044/1 relating to: Per pupil payments to private schools participating in parental choice 
programs.                  
 
Under current law, payments to schools participating in the statewide and Racine programs are drawn 
from general aid.  On average, a student who attends a public school receives $2600 less in general aid, 
compared to what a Choice school receives per student. In 97% of districts, property taxpayers would 
pay more per student to voucher schools than for their public schools, and although general aid is 
designed to limit the cost of public schools to property taxpayers, homeowners are on the hook for their 
increased taxpayer contributions to voucher programs.  
 
In addition, the payments are often well in excess of what the private school receiving voucher 
payments charges in tuition.  In those cases, private schools make more from school district property 
taxpayers than they would have received in tuition. 
 
This legislation would limit the payment property taxpayers are forced to make to voucher schools to 
the lesser of: 
 

1) the current law voucher payments with built in increases,  
 

2) the general aid that district’s property taxpayers get back in state general aid  
 

3) or the tuition charged by the school.  
 
This bill would simply ensure that property taxpayers don’t lose more to voucher operations than they 
would receive in state general aid per student, and would ensure that voucher operations don’t take in 
more from taxpayers than they would have received in tuition.   
 
If you would like to sign on to this legislation please respond to this email or call Sen. Erpenbach at 266-
6670 or Rep. Pope at 266-3520 by 5:00 on December 19.   
 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
 
This bill changes the calculation of the per pupil amount the Department of Public Instruction pays to 
participating private schools in the Racine Parental Choice Program and the statewide parental choice 
program, known as the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (collectively, parental choice programs).  
 
Under the bill, for each pupil attending a private school under a parental choice program, DPI must pay 
the private school participating in the parental choice program the lesser of a) the per pupil amount 
under current law; b) the amount the private school charges a pupil who is not attending the private 



school under a parental choice program for tuition and educational fees; or c) the per pupil amount of 
state aid for the pupil's resident school district, as calculated on October 15 of that school year. 
 
Under current law, for each pupil attending a private school under a parental choice program, DPI pays 
the participating private school an amount set by law, which includes an annual adjustment based on 
any increase in the statewide categorical aid per pupil amount and any per pupil increase in the school 
district revenue limit calculation.  In the 2019-20 school year, the per pupil payment amount for a pupil 
in grades kindergarten to eight is $8,046 and the per pupil payment amount for a pupil in grades nine to 
twelve is $8,692.  Current law provides an alternative calculation for a pupil attending a private school 
participating in a parental choice program that enrolls pupils in grades kindergarten to eight and grades 
nine to twelve.  
 
Under current law and the bill, the amount DPI pays to a private school participating in a parental choice 
program for a pupil who began participating in a parental choice program in the 2015-16 school year or 
thereafter is deducted from the amount of state aid paid to the pupil's resident school district. For 
further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 
bill. 
 


