
 
  

CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

DATE:            Monday, January 13, 2020 
  
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:           Representative Mary Felzkowski, Representative Gae Magnafici 
  
                         Senator Alberta Darling 

  
RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-5041/1, relating to: school expenditure 
transparency and creating a computerized uniform school budget and accounting 
system 
  
DEADLINE: Tuesday, January 21, 2020 
  
Spending on K-12 education accounts for over a third of our state’s budget. Our school 
districts receive funding through a complex web of categorical aids, school funding 
formulas and increasingly, through referendums. School districts also have a wide array 
of costs many people often don’t think about, such as IT, maintenance, administrative 
positions and overhead. 
  
It can be very difficult for a member of the public to understand where their money is 
going. All our legislative offices have received phone calls from constituents frustrated 
that they are giving more of their tax dollars to schools- but aren’t seeing the payoff. 
  
This bill aims to make it easier for the public to track exactly how their school district is 
spending the funding they receive. The end result of this bill is an easy-to-access school 
expenditure portal that the Department of Public Instruction maintains on their website. 
Any member of the public, parent or teacher can look up their school district and see 
what funding their school is receiving and where the money is going. 
  
This is information that DPI already collects from school districts, and there will be no 
new reporting requirements on schools. This portal will serve as a tool for members of 
the public as they interact with their school districts. 
  
This bill will create a committee comprised of individuals selected by the Governor, 
Assembly Speaker and Senate Majority Leader who will make recommendations on 
categories DPI must include in the school expenditure portal. This bill also lays out the 
process through which DPI will react and take action on these recommendations. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please respond to this email or contact Stamena 
in Representative Felzkowski’s office at 6-7694, or Jerry in Senator Darling’s office at 6-



5830 before 12:00 PM on Tuesday, January 21, 2020. Your name will be added to the 
Senate and Assembly version unless otherwise specified. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill creates a committee on uniform school budget and accounting and requires the 
Department of Public Instruction to, after considering recommendations from the committee, 
establish a new computerized uniform budget and accounting system for the transmission of 
financial information from school districts, independent charter schools, and county children 
with disabilities education boards (CCDEBs) to DPI (the new budget and accounting system). 
Under the bill, the new budget and accounting system must allow DPI to annually collect and 
report detailed information related to the receipt and expenditure of state, federal, and local 
funds at the school district and school level. 
The new budget and accounting system must also make data collected through the system 
available on a single web page on DPI's Internet site. DPI must present the data on its Internet 
site in a format that allows the public to download, sort, search, and access the data at no 
cost. Finally, the bill requires DPI to annually conduct a public information campaign on the 
availability of financial data on its Internet site. The bill requires school boards, charter 
schools, and CCDEBs to begin using the new budget and accounting system in the 2021-22 
school year. 
The bill creates a committee on uniform school budget and accounting to advise DPI on the 
creation and maintenance of the new budget and accounting system.Under the bill, by no 
later than January 1, 2021, the committee must submit an advisory report to DPI on the 
methods and data that the committee determines are necessary to create the new budget and 
accounting system. The advisory report must include recommendations on the reporting 
categories to be included in the new budget and accounting system, the financial data to be 
collected for each reporting category, and whether DPI's hardware, software, data security, 
training, and communications related to financial reporting are appropriate for the new 
budget and accounting system. 
No later than 45 days after receiving the advisory report from the committee, DPI must 
respond in writing to the committee on whether DPI will implement each recommendation in 
the report. DPI must also deliver the advisory report and DPI's written response to the 
advisory report to the Joint Committee on Finance. If JCF does not schedule a meeting to 
review DPI's response within 14 days, DPI must implement the recommendations, as modified 
in DPI's written response, to establish the new budget and accounting system. If JCF does 
schedule a meeting to review DPI's written response, DPI may not establish the new budget 
and accounting system until JCF approves DPI's plan to establish the new budget and 
accounting system. 
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to 
this bill. 
 


