
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

TO:                 All Legislature 

FROM:          Senator David Craig and Representative Ken Skowronski 

RE:                  Co-Sponsorship LRB-5005/1 – measuring a school district’s 

improvement for the school and school district accountability report. 

DATE:            January 31, 2020 

DEADLINE:  February 5, 2020 
Currently, school districts that include a secure detention facility or a secured residential 
care center for children and youth, have as part of their responsibility educating 
students housed in those facilities regardless of their primary place of residence. Unlike 
test scores, which are based on the state using full academic year students, the 
attendance, absenteeism, dropout, and graduations calculations are based on 
attendance at a point in time.  Districts where a large number of students leave before 
the full academic year is completed are unduly penalized because they are held 
responsible for those individuals attendance if they do not re-enroll once back at their 
primary residence. 
  
We are circulating legislation allowing school districts that have, as part of their 
responsibility, a juvenile detention facility or a secured residential care center for 
children and youth to exempt data if 50% percent or more of the pupils at the facility do 
not attend for a full academic year. 
  
The Wisconsin Association of School Boards (WASB) adopted a resolution in 
support of this legislation at their 2020 Delegate Assembly. 
  
Should you wish to be added on as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this 
email prior to 5pm, Wednesday, February 5, 2020.  Should you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Ed Eberle in Senator Craig’s office (6-5400) or Sarah Gibbs 
in Representative Skowronski’s office (6-8590). 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
Current law requires the Department of Public Instruction to annually, by November 30, 
publish a school and school district accountability report, commonly referred to as 
school and school district report cards.  DPI must establish an index system and, using 
this index system, place each school and school district in a performance category 
based upon certain measures, including pupil achievement, growth in pupil 
achievement, and graduation rates, for the preceding school year. This bill requires DPI, 
for purposes of measuring a school district's improvement, to exclude data derived from 
a juvenile detention facility or secured residential care center for children and youth if 50 
percent or more of the pupils residing at the facility do not reside there for the entire 
school term. 



 


