
 
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO: All Legislators 
  
FROM: Representative David Crowley 
              Representative Jimmy Anderson 
  
DATE: February 5, 2020 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-4956 – The Rental Credit Assistance Act 

  
DEADLINE: 02/14/2020 at 5 p.m.        
  
Every day, 16 Milwaukee families are evicted. These 16 families no longer have access to shelter 

from the elements, running water and heat, or the safety of a home. 16 more families will lose 

these necessities tomorrow, too. Every member of those families is at risk of falling into the cycle 

of poverty and crime that has affected so many in our communities. 
  
Eviction does not just affect those who are evicted. Eviction damages and destabilizes 

neighborhoods. Houses fall into disrepair because they no longer have occupants. Eviction 

perpetuates the cycle of poverty. Eviction increases urban blight and decrease safety. Eviction 

affects everyone.  
  
This bill, part of the Second Chance HELP Package, focuses on ending the eviction epidemic and 

contributing to our communities. The bill would create a pilot program that would provide rental 

credit for anyone who contributes to a community service project. Each hour of community service 

would provide a $20 rental credit; the program would be limited to the 4 counties with the highest 

rates of homelessness and renters who take part would be limited to 8 hours of community service 

per month. 
  
This bill will not end evictions, but will give those who have temporarily fallen on hard times the 

opportunity to contribute to their communities and save their home. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-4956, please contact Representative Crowley’s office at 6-

5580 / Rep.Crowley@legis.wisconsin.gov or Representative Anderson’s office at 6-8570 

/ Rep.Anderson@legis.wisconsin.gov  by PUT A DATE IN HERE BEFORE SENDING. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill creates a rent credit pilot program under which tenants may earn rent credits in 
exchange for completing hours of community service activities.  Under the bill, the 
Department of Administration must designate Milwaukee County and the three counties in 
this state with the highest number of homeless persons for participation in the pilot 
program.  The county board of each designated county is required to establish a committee 
to administer the rent credit pilot program. The bill provides that a tenant is eligible for a 
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rent credit if the tenant resides within a designated county, the tenant's landlord agrees to 
limit rent increases to no more than 3 percent per year, and the tenant's household income 
is no more than 400 percent of the federal poverty level.  The bill limits community service 
activities to those determined by the county committee to be eligible for the rent 
credit.  The bill also limits each household to eight rent credits per month and requires the 
community service activities to be completed within the tenant's county of residence. Each 
rent credit is equal to $20. 
  
Because this bill may increase or decrease, directly or indirectly, the cost of the 
development, construction, financing, purchasing, sale, ownership, or availability of 
housing in this state, the Department of Administration, as required by law, will prepare a 
report to be printed as an appendix to this bill. 
  
Because this bill relates to an exemption from state or local taxes, it may be referred to the 
Joint Survey Committee on Tax Exemptions for a report to be printed as an appendix to the 
bill. 
  
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
  
 


