
 
TO:                                Legislative Colleagues 
FROM:                         Sen. Jeff Smith, Sen. Janis Ringhand 

Rep. Don Vruwink, Rep. Nick Milroy, Rep. Steve Doyle 
DATE:                          Monday, January 27th, 2020 
RE:                                LRB 4883/1 – “Better Broadband”– Dig-Once and Mandatory Connection 
DEADLINE:             By 4pm on Wednesday, February 5th, 2020 
  
Wisconsin is fertile ground for broadband expansion and we need to do it right. Simple planning 
can help save a tremendous amount of money which can then be used for additional expansion 
projects. Local dig-once policies and requiring fiber optics connections are a great way to help 
connect every home and business in Wisconsin. 
  
“Dig-Once” policies allow municipalities to require right-of-way road and sidewalk construction 
projects to include the installation of empty conduit lines for future fiber optics expansion. 
  
According to the Federal Highway Administration, 90% of the cost for broadband expansion can 
be saved if right-of-way work includes installation of conduit lines during construction. This 
simple bill can help our local governments and the Wisconsin DOT adopt new policies for better 
broadband planning. 
  
Bipartisan efforts in eleven states including, North Carolina, Utah, Arizona, Minnesota, Nevada, 
Maryland, Georgia, and Wester Virginia have enacted some version of dig-once laws. Wisconsin 
can join these forward-looking states by encouraging our local governments and our DOT to 
adopt dig-once policies. 
  
A common complaint heard from constituents is when an internet service provider installs fiber 
optics through a property owner’s yard, but the company won’t hook up the home. Under this 
bill, any fiber optics installed near the property would require the company to hook up the home 
if it is within 300 feet of the centerline of the right-of-way. 
  
To co-sponsor this legislation, please reply to this email or call Sen. Smith’s office or 
Rep. Vruwink’s office by 4pm on Wednesday, February 5th, 2020. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill allows a city, village, town, or county or the Department of Transportation to require 
any person who conducts any special work in the political subdivision's or DOT's right-of-way 
to install empty conduit lines in any part of the right-of-way in which the person is 
digging.  The bill defines “special work” as construction or maintenance of a sidewalk or 
highway project.  The conduit lines must be suitable for the installation of fiber optic 
broadband lines.  Under the bill, a city, village, or town is allowed to require conduit line 
installation without complying with notice, hearing, and cost-benefit analysis requirements 
that, with certain exceptions, apply to broadband, telecommunications, and video service 
facilities under current law. 
  
The bill also imposes a duty to offer service on an Internet service provider that has installed a 
fiber optic cable broadband line in a right-of-way of the state or a city, village, town, or 
county.  Under the bill, if requested by the owner of a structure that is 300 feet or fewer from 
the center line of such a right-of-way, the Internet service provider must offer to provide to the 
structure the service that is provided over the line. 
  



For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
 


