
 
  
TO:                                  Legislative Colleagues 
FROM:                           Senators Patty Schachtner, Jeff Smith, Janis Ringhand 
                                        Representatives Katrina Shankland, Don Vruwink, Steve Doyle 
DATE:                            Monday, January 27, 2020 
RE:                                  LRB 4874/1 – “Better Broadband”– Fiber to Farms 
DEADLINE:             By 4pm on Wednesday, February 5th, 2020 
  
Wisconsin’s family farms are being sold at a historic rate. Our number one industry and 
America’s Dairyland legacy is being lost one farm at a time. Rural broadband is not the only 
answer, but it can give farmers a fighting chance to carve out a niche in our global marketplace. 
  
Small family farms are being told to “get big or get out.” Family farms don’t need to get bigger, 
they need access to markets suitable for small farms. They need access to precision ag practices 
to be more efficient. They need to use new technology to keep young people interested in 
farming. 
  
Rural broadband isn’t solely for the benefit of farmers. It helps farmers meet the needs of urban 
communities that demand fresh produce, places to recreate with agritourism, and workers who 
can run a farm and contribute as professionals in a gig-economy. The benefits of connecting 
rural Wisconsin with fast internet joins our rural and urban communities together with products 
and consumers. 
  
Broadband expansion has largely been focused on pockets of rural subdivisions and areas that 
are more profitable for private internet services providers. Just like rural electrification, we need 
to get broadband to farms, but it will take public investment. LRB 4874/1 will incentivize 
Internet Service Providers to create anchor points by expanding reliable fiber optic internet 
service directly to farms. 
  
After years of lagging behind other states, Governor Evers leadership helped us start to take 
rural broadband expansion seriously. Now we need to make sure public grant money is 
leveraged in a way that helps stop the erosion of our agricultural industry and preserves our rich 
farming legacy.  
  
To co-sponsor this legislation, please reply to this email or call Sen. Schachtner’s office 
or Rep. Shankland’s office by 4pm on Wednesday, February 5th, 2020. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Under current law, the Public Service Commission makes grants to eligible applicants for the 
purpose of constructing broadband infrastructure in underserved areas. In making the grants, 
current law requires the PSC to give priority to projects that satisfy various 
requirements.  This bill requires the PSC to also give priority to projects for expanding fiber 
optic broadband lines to farms. The bill defines “farm” as land primarily devoted to 
agricultural uses related to crop and animal production that are referenced in a rule 
promulgated by the Department of Revenue. 
  
 


