
 
TO:                                Legislative Colleagues 
FROM:                         Sen. Jeff Smith, Sen. Janis Ringhand 

Rep. Katrina Shankland, Rep. Don Vruwink, Rep. Nick Milroy, Rep. Steve 
Doyle 

DATE:                          Monday, January 27, 2020 
RE:                                LRB 4877/1 – “Better Broadband”– Map Accuracy and Investment 
DEADLINE:             By 4pm on Wednesday, February 5th, 2020 
  
The biggest issue with broadband expansion is knowing where we need to go. This simple yet 
crucial issue is more difficult than people think. Thankfully, the FCC is starting to recognize the 
inaccuracy of their current mapping efforts, but we need additional data to get a better grasp of 
where we need to expand internet service.  
  
Internet Service Providers are supposed to report to FCC whether they do, or CAN provide 
service to census blocks throughout the United States. If one house can receive service, the 
entire census block is considered covered. This creates a deeply flawed map of current service. 
  
More data streams are needed to pinpoint service needs. Shapefile mapping, crowdsourcing and 
residence mapping are helpful for compiling data streams to get a better picture of where service 
exists. 
  
LRB 4877/1 would require electric service utilities and cooperatives to survey their users to help 
identify what type of internet service is available at each residence or business in Wisconsin. 
This data can then be overlaid with other data to improve mapping. LRB 4877/1 allows 
broadband expansion grant money to be used for reimbursing electric service providers. 
  
By improving our mapping accuracy, we can fully invest in broadband expansion efforts. LRB 
4877/1 includes additional funding for broadband expansion grants. Grant funding would be 
increased to $100 million for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. Every dollar spent on improving our 
mapping accuracy helps the PSC evaluate the best grant applications and make the most 
efficient use of taxpayer money. 
  
To co-sponsor this legislation, please reply to this email or call Sen. Smith’s office or 
Rep. Shankland’s office by 4pm on Wednesday, February 5th, 2020. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill requires the Public Service Commission to require retail electric utilities and 
cooperatives to survey customers and members about broadband service availability and 
reimburse the utilities and cooperatives for conducting the surveys. The bill also requires the 
PSC to require Internet service providers to disclose to the PSC the properties they serve and 
the average minimum download and upload speeds at which they provide residential and 
business service to those properties. The PSC must use the survey results and information 
disclosed to improve broadband mapping. 
  
The bill also provides a supplemental appropriation for the broadband expansion grant 
program administered by the PSC. Under current law, the PSC awards grants for constructing 
broadband infrastructure in underserved areas designated by the PSC. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to 
this bill. 



 


