
 
TO:                                Legislative Colleagues 
FROM:                         Sen. Jeff Smith, Sen. Janis Ringhand 

Rep. Don Vruwink, Rep. Nick Milroy, Rep. Steve Doyle 
DATE:                          Monday, January 27, 2020 
RE:                                LRB 4875/1 – “Better Broadband”– Broadband Expansion Grant Program 
Integrity 
DEADLINE:             By 4pm on Wednesday, February 5th, 2020 
  
Wisconsin is finally starting to invest in rural broadband internet expansion thanks to Governor 
Tony Evers’ leadership. For years, we’ve lagged behind other states. Now that we are finally 
treating this issue seriously with larger investments, we need to ensure taxpayer money is spent 
wisely. 
  
LRB 4875/1 provides the Public Service Commission with the condition that all expansion 
dollars are spent on true broadband speeds by requiring at least 25 Mbps while downloading 
and 3 Mbps while uploading, or faster based on the FCC’s definition of broadband. LRB 4875/1 
strengthens the broadband expansion program by allowing PSC to recoup grant dollars if 
companies fail to follow through. 
  
PSC will also be able to require reports from companies to ensure the work is complete and 
according to the grant applications they receive from companies. And lastly, LRB 4875/1 
requires the LAB to do a performance audit of the program to ensure compliance and find 
efficiencies. 
  
These simple, yet critical regulations will protect taxpayers, give PSC the tools they need to 
administer the program effectively and enhance the implementation of broadband expansion 
program. 
  
To co-sponsor this legislation, please reply to this email or call Sen. Smith’s office or 
Rep. Vruwink’s office by 4pm on Wednesday, February 5th, 2020. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill makes changes to the broadband expansion grant program administered by the 
Public Service Commission. Under current law, the PSC makes grants to eligible applicants for 
constructing broadband infrastructure in underserved areas. The bill defines “broadband 
infrastructure,” which is not defined under current law, as infrastructure that provides 
broadband service at the following speeds, whichever is faster: 1) a minimum download speed 
of 25 megabits per second and a minimum upload speed of 3 megabits per second or 2) 
minimum download and upload speeds designated by the Federal Communications 
Commission under federal law. Under the bill, infrastructure is eligible for a broadband 
expansion grant only if it satisfies the foregoing definition. The bill requires an applicant for a 
grant to specify the broadband infrastructure the applicant intends to construct with a grant 
and also requires a grant recipient to reimburse the PSC for the grant if 1) the person fails to 
complete construction of the infrastructure or 2) the infrastructure that is constructed fails to 
provide the foregoing minimum download or upload speeds.  Any reimbursed amounts are 
used to make additional grants. 
  
In addition, the bill requires grant recipients to submit reports to the PSC on the progress of 
broadband infrastructure construction, the number of broadband service connections 
provided by that infrastructure, and the average download and upload speeds for those 



service connections.  Finally, beginning on January 1, 2021, the bill requires the Legislative 
Audit Bureau to conduct biennial performance audits of the broadband expansion grant 
program. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to 
this bill. 
 


