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This legislation is the result of direct input received at four “Rural Volunteer EMS 
Summits” that were held in the 17th Senate District. Input was received from nearly 70 
EMS volunteers representing approximately 40 different departments. 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) departments are staples of our communities. Many 
big city professional units are well-supported and well-staffed. Unfortunately, in rural 
areas, which often rely on volunteer departments, many departments are struggling with 
recruiting new members. 
One of the main barriers to entry for new volunteers is passing the National Registry of 
Emergency Medical Technicians (NREMT) exam. This exam, which was instituted by 
the Department of Health Services (DHS) through administrative rule effective in 2011, 
is the final step to receiving licensure from the state. This is taken after finishing all the 
training classes, passing in-class exams, and practicing in hands-on scenarios. 
Through a series of “Rural Volunteer EMS Summits” in the 17th Senate District, we 
learned that the NREMT test is difficult, expensive, and doesn’t always test for relevant 
information. A participant at one of the EMS Summits lamented that one of the exam 
questions was, “What should the tire pressure be on an ambulance in the mountains of 
Colorado?” Questions like this have no relevance to rural Wisconsin. 
We have also heard about several individuals who would be great EMS personnel, but 
they have test anxiety. These volunteers can save your life, but they don’t perform well 
on standardized tests. We need to fix this. Many departments told us that they would 
have two, three, or even eight more volunteers if the NREMT exam was not a required 
part of the initial licensure process. 
For this reason, we are introducing LRB 4871, which will make the NREMT test optional 
for Emergency Medical Responders (EMRs), the lowest EMS licensure level recognized 
in Wisconsin. Individual departments will still be able to decide whether or not the 
NREMT test is required to be credentialed with their department. The NREMT test 
would still be required for licensure for all levels above the EMR level. 
Wisconsin would not be the first state to make the NREMT test optional for EMRs. In 
fact, at least 10 other states that recognize EMRs do not require the NREMT test for 
initial licensure including Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota and New York. 
Even with this change, each EMR would still need to complete a DHS-approved training 
course and pass all of the applicable tests and hands-on learning experiences to 
receive licensure. This is not a reduction in training requirements, it is simply ensuring 
that highly trained individuals are able to help their volunteer departments and are not 
deterred by a standardized test obstacle.  
To cosponsor LRB 4871/1 or LRB 5038/1, please contact Peter Hienz in Sen. 
Marklein’s office (6-0703) or Jeff Curry in Rep. Tranel’s office (6-1170 
or Rep.Tranel@legis.wi.gov). Cosponsors will automatically be signed onto both bills. 
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Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill prohibits the Department of Health Services from requiring an applicant 

who is applying for certification as an emergency medical responder to register with or 
take the examination of the National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians (NREMT). 
An ambulance service provider or another emergency medical services program is allowed 
to require an emergency medical responder to register with or take the examination of the 
NREMT. Current rules promulgated by DHS require an applicant for a license as an 
emergency medical services practitioner at any level, including an emergency medical 
responder, to be registered with the NREMT or, in certain circumstances, to complete the 
NREMT examination. 
 


