
TO:                  All Legislators 

  
FROM:            Representatives Tod Ohnstad, Samantha Kerkman, and Tip 
McGuire 
                        Senator Van Wanggaard 
  
DEADLINE:    December 13th, 5pm 

  
RE:                  Notice on Release of Violent Offenders - LRB 4870 - Cosponsorship 
  
When a sex offender is released from incarceration following the completion of a 
sentence there are systems in place to provide broad notice within the area to make the 
public aware of the situation. 
  
However, this is not the case for individuals who have been convicted of murder or 
other more serious crimes, potentially leaving the public unaware that such an individual 
has been released and now resides in the community.  
  
This legislation intends to ensure the public is aware of the release of a murderer or 
severely violent offender in a manner similar to the types of notices that are provided 
during the process of the release of a sex offender. 
  
Under the bill, the Department of Corrections, local police, and the local sheriff are 
required to provide public notice and identifying information about a person who will be 
released after incarceration for these most heinous crimes.  
  

If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact 
Representative Ohnstad’s Office at 266-
0455 / Rep.Ohnstad@legis.wi.gov by 5pm on December 13th.  
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under current law, the Department of Corrections is required to notify the local police 

and county sheriff whenever a person is released from prison and will be living, working, or 

attending school in that police's or sheriff's jurisdiction.  Under this bill, if the person is serving a 

sentence for certain crimes against life and bodily security or crimes against a child, DOC is 

required to provide certain identifying information about the person in the notice to the local 

police and county sheriff and, upon request, to certain community organizations.  Under the bill, 

the local police chief and county sheriff are required to release the information to the public, 

unless the person who is the subject of the notice is a child. 
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