
To: All Legislators 
From: Senators Marklein and Nass 
           Representatives Kurtz, Novak, Tranel, Oldenburg, and VanderMeer 
Date: December 5, 2019 
Re: Co-sponsorship of LRB 4851/1 and LRB 5039/1 relating to: emergency medical 
services funding assistance and making an appropriation 

Deadline: Friday, December 20 @ Noon 

 
This legislation is the result of direct input received at four “Rural Volunteer EMS 
Summits” that were held in the 17th Senate District. Input was received from nearly 70 
EMS volunteers representing approximately 40 different departments. 
State support through the Funding Assistance Program (FAP) is the only state funding 
that ambulance service providers receive. Funding is distributed through a population-
served formula with an average payment of just under $5,700 per eligible service in 
fiscal year 2018. 
Funds may be spent on numerous items related to an ambulance service including 
medical equipment and tools, safety devices, radios, initial and refresher training, and 
classroom and training aids. Money may not be used for items such as wages, 
medications, or insurance premiums. 
The FAP was created in 1989 and was funded at $2.2 million. However, funding has 
been reduced twice since the inception of the program. Funding for the FAP now sits at 
$1,960,200. 
LRB 4851 makes the FAP program whole again by increasing the appropriation by 
$239,800 GPR annually. This increase will raise the average award for each ambulance 
service provider by nearly $700. This increase will allow services to purchase much 
needed equipment and compensate members for training. 
To cosponsor LRB 4851/1 or LRB 5039/1, please contact Peter Hienz in Sen. 
Marklein’s office (6-0703) or Kathryn Heitman in Rep. Kurtz’s office (6-8531). 
Cosponsors will automatically be signed onto both bills. 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill increases the amount of funding for emergency medical services assistance. 

Current law requires the Department of Health Services to provide emergency medical 
services funding to ambulance service providers that are public agencies, volunteer fire 
departments, or nonprofit corporations to assist in paying for training and examinations 
for emergency medical technicians, who were previously known as emergency medical 
technicians — basic, and emergency medical responders and for ambulances, equipment, 
or supplies.  Current law allows an ambulance service provider that receives this funding 
assistance to escrow any unused funds to spend in a subsequent year for training and 
credentialing of emergency medical responders or emergency medical services 
practitioners at any level. 
  

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed 
as an appendix to this bill. 
 


