
Co-Sponsorship Memorandum 
  
TO:                         All Legislators 
  
FROM:                  Senators Kooyenga and Erpenbach 

Representatives Knodl and Haywood 
                                
DATE:                    November 26, 2019 

  
RE:                         Co-sponsorship of LRB 4821 and LRB 3784 – relating to minor golf 
caddies.  
  
DEADLINE:          December 6, 2019 
  
The Evans Scholars Foundation (ESF) awards four-year, full tuition and housing college 
scholarships to high-achieving golf caddies with limited financial means. This nationwide 
program was established by amateur golfer Charles Evans Jr. and the Western Golf 
Association in 1930.  Evans Scholarship recipients are chosen on the basis of academic 
excellence, outstanding character, financial need, and a proven caddy record. 
  
In 1953, the Evans Scholars Foundation expanded into Wisconsin and ever since then 
has provided thousands of full-ride, four-year scholarships to young men and women 
from Wisconsin who caddied at over 30 golf courses, clubs, and resorts all across the 
state.  Caddies are eligible to earn scholarships to the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
Marquette University, or any of the other universities across the country where the ESF 
has a scholarship program.  In Madison, the ESF recently invested over $8 million to 
build a new Scholarship House on Langdon Street, which opened earlier this year. 
  
Currently there are 69 Evans Scholars attending UW-Madison and 60 at Marquette. 
There is a proud tradition with the many Evans Scholar alumni who have graduated 
from Wisconsin universities, with UW-Madison claiming 1,025 Evans Scholar alumni 
and Marquette with 800 more, who have benefited from the scholarship program. 
  
In order to maintain these scholarship opportunities for Wisconsin youth, it is imperative 
that the caddie programs across the state remain robust and include minor caddies. If 
golf courses, clubs, and resorts do not offer opportunities for minors to provide caddy 
services, our Wisconsin youth will not be able to participate in one of the best summer 
seasonal jobs available for teenagers and will miss out on the life-changing opportunity 
to earn an Evans Scholarship. 
  
This legislative effort is being made to keep caddie jobs available for minors and 
strengthen the scholarship program by rewarding deserving caddies with scholarships 
to college. The bill updates Wisconsin laws relating to minor caddies to bring them in-
line with federal guidelines and current practices. 
  



In addition to the scholarship opportunities, caddying allows a young individual to gain 
an understanding and appreciation for work, relate to others in the community, and 
enjoy the game of golf. 
  
Since 1953, the Evans Scholars Program has eliminated the financial barrier for 
thousands of young Wisconsinites with limited access to a quality college education. By 
updating state law, Wisconsin can increase the scholarship opportunity for additional 
minor caddies and drive even more students into a successful future.     
  
If you would like to co-sponsor these bills, please respond to this email or contact 
Senator Kooyenga’s office at 6-2512 or Representative Knodl’s office at 6-3796 
by December 6th.  Co-sponsors will be automatically added to both bills. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill allows minors who are 12 and 13 years of age to provide caddy services 

without being employed by a golf course. Current law requires caddies who are 12 and 
13 years of age to be employed by a golf course. For further information see 
the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this bill.  
 


