
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

To:       Legislative Colleagues 

  

From: Representatives Greta Neubauer, Jimmy Anderson, Jodi Emerson 

            Senator Mark Miller 

  

Date: December 3rd, 2019 

  

RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB-4811, relating to: evaluating the social cost of carbon emissions in 

this state. 

  

Deadline: December 13th, 2019 

  

The social cost of carbon is a measure of the impact of climate change, in terms of the costs to 

families, businesses, governments, and taxpayers, currently estimated at $50 per additional ton of 

carbon dioxide (CO2) emitted into the atmosphere. The social cost of carbon is meant to be a 

comprehensive estimate of damages resulting from the current state of climate change, including 

changes in net agricultural productivity, human health, property damage from increased flood 

risk, and changes in energy system (heating and cooling) costs. 

  

Right now, Wisconsinites are picking up the bill — physically and financially — for every ton of 

carbon we burn, while the fossil fuel industry continues to profit. The next generation of clean 

and commercially-viable energy technology is already here, and it is less expensive to build and 

operate than fossil fuel plants. 

  

This bill would require the Wisconsin Public Service Commission to consider the social cost of 

carbon in its analysis as it decides whether to approve the construction of new utility-scale 

energy generation facilities, high voltage transmission lines, and certain other public utility 

projects. By fully accounting for the impact and damages caused by carbon pollution, we can 

better estimate the cost and value of new utility-scale energy proposals to Wisconsin energy 

consumers. 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  

This bill requires the Public Service Commission to consider the social cost of carbon in 

determining whether to issue certificates required to construct large electric generating facilities 

or high-voltage transmission lines or to engage in certain other public utility projects.  The bill 

defines “social cost of carbon” as a measure of the economic harms and other impacts expressed 

in dollars that result from emitting one ton of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.  The bill 

includes the legislature's finding that the social cost of carbon is $50 per ton of carbon 

dioxide emitted into the atmosphere.  However, the bill requires the PSC to annually evaluate the 

social cost of carbon and adjust as necessary the dollar amount found by the legislature.  In 

making the evaluations, the PSC must use integrated assessment models and consider 

appropriate discount rates.  The bill requires any adjustment by the PSC to be consistent with the 



international consensus on the social cost of carbon.  The bill requires the PSC to consult with 

the Department of Natural Resources in making the evaluations. 

  

The bill also requires that, beginning no later than January 1, 2021, the PSC must submit an 

annual report to the legislature describing the PSC's evaluation of the social cost of carbon.  If 

the PSC adjusts the dollar amount found by the legislature, the report must also specify the social 

cost of carbon as adjusted by the PSC. 

  

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 

bill. 

  

If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-4811/1, please respond to this email or call Rep. 

Neubauer’s office at 6-0634 by December 13th, 2019. Your name will be added to the 

Senate and Assembly version unless otherwise specified. 
 


