
TO:           All Legislators 

FROM:       Representative Bowen 

                 Senator Taylor 

DATE:        February 28, 2020 

RE:            LRB 4687 – Violence prevention grants and making an 
appropriation 

Deadline: Friday, March 6, 2020 

  

Earlier this week, our offices hosted Reggie Moore, the Director of the 
Milwaukee Office of Violence Prevention, for a legislative briefing on the 

progress that the Office has made at reducing violence in Milwaukee over 
the past several years. You can see the archived footage here. 

According to the OVP website, the Office was established to take a “public 
health approach to violence” by providing “strategic direction and oversight 

for City efforts to reduce risk of violence through linked strategies in 

partnership with government, non-profit, neighborhood, and faith 
organizations.” 

With that goal, the Office has overseen a 34% decline in fatal shootings and 
a 28% decline in non-fatal shootings in Milwaukee from 2015-2019. While 

there is still more work to be done to reduce violent crimes, this is a big step 
in the right direction that can intervene before violence happens, saving the 

State money down the road. Currently, the Office receives funding from the 
City of Milwaukee and the Federal government, but does not receive any 

money from the State to invest in their programs. 
LRB-4687 would establish a grant program within the DHS to provide grants 

to cities and counties for the purposes of conducting violence prevention 
programs. Milwaukee is currently the only city that has an established Office 

of Violence Prevention, but these grants would be available for any 
municipality that wishes to establish a program of their own. The funding 

would come from an excise tax on vapor products which was passed during 

the last budget cycle and is currently going to GPR. This tax generates 
around $3.2 million annually.  

To be added on as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email 
or contact Bryce in Rep. Bowen’s office (6-7671) or Aiden in Sen. Taylor’s 

office (6-5810) by Friday, March 6 @ 5:00 PM. Your name will be added to 
the Assembly and Senate version unless otherwise specified.   
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
The bill directs the Department of Health Services to establish a program to award grants 
to cities and counties to conduct violence prevention programs. Under the bill, the amounts 
collected from the excise taxes on vapor products are appropriated to fund the grants. 
  

https://www.cbs58.com/news/milwaukee-leaders-make-case-for-more-state-help-for-violence-prevention
https://wiseye.org/2020/02/25/black-history-month-strategic-solutions-to-violence-prevention/
https://city.milwaukee.gov/health/staysafe#.Xllbs6hKi70
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/budget/2019_21_biennial_budget/203_state_tax_and_fee_modifications_included_in_2019_acts_7_9_and_10_8_29_19


For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
 


