
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 
FROM:             Representatives Melissa Sargent 
                        Senator Mark Miller 
DATE:              October 18, 2019 
RE:                   Co-Sponsorship of LRB-4865/2 relating to: an airport sound mitigation 
grant program and making an appropriation 
DEADLINE:      November 1, 2019 
  
As our country’s airport infrastructure expands and diversifies, many of our residents 
are increasingly subjected to burdensome instances of aviation noise. Excessive 
aviation noise can often times lead to individual distress, disruption of sleep, adverse 
effects on the academic performance of children, and increased risks of cardiovascular 
disease among people living near airports. 
  
Advancing our state’s aviation infrastructure is absolutely crucial to the development of 
our state’s economic capabilities. However, we must ensure that economic 
development does not impede on the quality of life of many Wisconsinites. As a state, 
we have the opportunity to create pragmatic solutions that benefit everyone. As 
Wisconsin’s aviation and Air National Guard continue to grow and develop, this 
legislation protects individuals who may be negatively affected by aviation expansion. 
  
LRB-4865 sets out to mitigate instances of excessive aviation noise in Wisconsin by 
requiring the Department of Transportation to develop and administer an airport sound 
mitigation grant program, which must prioritize projects involving schools and child care 
centers. An project that is eligible for a federal airport sound mitigation grant is not 
eligible for a grant under this program. The growth of Wisconsin’s aviation is absolutely 
crucial, yet we must ensure that this growth does not diminish the quality of life of our 
friends and neighbors. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-4865/2 please respond to this email, or 
contact Representative Sargent’s office at 266-0960 by 5:00 p.m. on November 1, 
2019. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill requires the Department of Transportation to develop and administer an airport 
sound mitigation grant program.  Under the program, DOT must award grants for 
projects that mitigate the impact of airport sound on structures located near airports that 
include a military base or installation. DOT is required to give highest priority in 
awarding these grants to projects involving schools and child care centers and 
secondary priority to projects involving private residences.  The bill provides $250,000 in 
each year of the current fiscal biennium for the program. 
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