
TO:           All Legislators 

FROM:       Representatives Schraa and Swearingen 

DATE:        Monday, January 27, 2020 

RE:           LRB 4675 relating to: registration and operations of certain 

special interest or reconstructed, replica, or street modified vehicles 

DEADLINE:  Friday, January 31, 2020 

Special interest vehicle license plates, commonly called collector plates, 
allow owners of certain vehicles to pay a higher original registration fee, but 

subsequent re-registrations do not require a fee. This is a great benefit to 
genuine collectors who may have a number of vehicles that are not often 

operated on public roads. Vehicles with collector plates may not be operated 
during the month of January in light of the fact that road conditions are not 

conducive to preserving a true collector vehicle. (A special 5-day permit is 
available.) 

A number of non-collectors use the collector plate loophole for older cars 

that are used all year, including January when they are prohibited from 
operating. This deprives the Department of Transportation from program 

revenue to which they are entitled, raising costs for everyone. 
This bill will close that loophole through several changes. Vehicles must be 

30 years old rather than the current 20 years. (Current collector vehicles will 
be grandfathered in.) Instead of paying twice the annual registration fee, 

collector plates will be three times the registration fee for the initial 
registration. Finally, the nonoperation period will run between December 15 

and February 15. 
To be added on as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email 

by Friday, January 31, 2020 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill modifies several requirements related to the registration 

and operation of collector and hobbyist vehicles. 
Current law provides special categories of vehicle registration for 

certain former military vehicles and vehicles being preserved for their 
historic interest (collector vehicles) and for certain reconstructed, 
replica, street modified, and homemade vehicles (hobbyist 
vehicles).  Among other requirements, certain vehicles are eligible for 
registration as a collector or hobbyist vehicle only if the vehicle is at 
least 20 years old.  This bill increases the minimum age for such 
vehicles to 30 years, except for those vehicles that are registered as 
collector or hobbyist vehicles on the effective date of the bill. 

Under current law, the fee to register a vehicle as a collector or 
hobbyist vehicle is twice the regular annual registration fee for the type 
of vehicle being registered. However, the owner may subsequently 
reregister the vehicle without the payment of any additional fee.  This bill 
increases the initial registration fee for these vehicles to three times the 
regular annual registration fee for the type of vehicle being registered. 



Current law provides certain restrictions on the operation of 
vehicles registered as collector or hobbyist vehicles.  Among these 
restrictions, such a vehicle generally may not be operated on a highway 
during the month of January.  This bill extends the nonoperation period 
to the period between December 15 and February 15. 

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be 
printed as an appendix to this bill. see the state fiscal estimate, which will 
be printed as an appendix to this bill. 

 


