
 
  

DATE:           October 15, 2019 
  
TO:                 All Legislators 
  
FROM:           Representatives Bob Kulp and Steve Doyle 
              
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB-4626/1, relating to: the procedure in a CHIPS or JIPS 

            proceeding for an involuntary termination of parental rights. 
  

SHORT DEADLINE:  October 22, 2019 at 12 NOON 
  
This legislation is part of a package of bills released by the Speaker’s Task Force on Adoption. 

The Speaker’s Task Force on Adoption held 7 hearings around the state this summer, gathering 

input from various judicial authorities, social/case workers, parents, adoptees, state agencies, 

and private organizations. This bill has been drafted as a direct result of testimony shared 

during the hearings. This idea will make a positive impact on our most vulnerable children and 

has been crafted with their best interest at heart, helping them to find safe, permanent homes 

where they can flourish and grow. 
  
Under current law, one of the twelve grounds for terminating parental rights is the continuing 

need for protection or services for a child, commonly known as CHIPS. As with other grounds 

for TPR, if prosecutors choose to use this grounds for termination, they must file a petition for 

TPR which begins a new court proceeding, entirely separate from the existing CHIPS file. 
  
LRB 4626 aims to streamline the court process by creating a procedure under which a TPR may 

be initiated by filing a petition within an existing CHIPS or juvenile in need of protection or 

services (JIPS) proceeding, rather than filing an entirely new case. Allowing this petition to be 

filed within the existing CHIPS or JIPS case is a logical step to linking related lawsuits, which 

will reduce redundancies, such as duplication of case file materials and reeducating a new judge 

on the facts of the case. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Representative Dittrich’s office at 

6-8551 or Rep. Dittrich@ legis.wi.gov by 12:00 noon on October 22nd. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill allows a petition to terminate parental rights (TPR) to be filed in a proceeding in 

which it is alleged that a child or juvenile is in need of protection or services (CHIPS or JIPS). 
Under current law, a TPR proceeding is initiated by filing a petition with the court 

assigned to exercise jurisdiction under the Children's Code (juvenile court).  A TPR petition 

initiates a new proceeding that is unrelated to any other ongoing proceedings concerning the 

child in the juvenile court.  Under this bill, a petition to terminate parental rights may be filed in 

an ongoing CHIPS or JIPS proceeding for the same child. 

http://legis.wi.gov/


For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
 


