
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

TO:               All Legislators 

  

FROM:         Rep. Thiesfeldt 

  Rep. Edming 

  

DATE:          January 29, 2020 

  

RE:               Co-Sponsorship LRB-4622/1 –   Electing to be a donor of an 

anatomical gift when applying for a hunting, fishing, or trapping license; the age at 

which a person may elect to be a donor of an anatomical gift; and making an 

appropriation. 

  

SHORT DEADLINE:  Monday, February 3, 2020 

  

In 2019, the Iowa state legislature passed a similar bill known as “Logan’s Law” in 

response to the passing of 15-year-old Logan Luft, who was an organ donor. His 

organs, tissues, and bones have saved 26 lives (https://www.iowadnr.gov/About-

DNR/Logans-Law). 

  

This legislation will be known as “Brianna’s Law” – in reference to the passing of 

15-year-old Brianna Totz of Oakfield, WI (Fond du Lac County) in 2019. Her family 

donated all of her organs at Froedert in Milwaukee. Thus far, those organs have 

saved at least nine lives. 

  

Donating an organ is one of the most salubrious things an individual can do during 

or after his/her life for another person. It is a huge gift that saves many lives. In fact, 

it saves hundreds of lives in Wisconsin and thousands around the U.S every year. 

According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, in 2019, there 

were 741 successful organ transplants in Wisconsin. Unfortunately, there is an organ 

shortage, which has continued to grow since 1991. At that time, the U.S. had roughly 

23,000 people on the waiting list, 16,000 transplants performed, and 7,000 donors. 

In 2017, 115,000 people were on the waiting list, 35,000 transplants were performed, 

and 16,000 people were donors. 

  

Furthermore, one of the main difficulties in the organ donation process is finding a 

match, especially for children. Typically, adult organs can be too large for children, 

creating an even more limited supply for them. Although size matches are not needed 

for all organ transplants to children, they are needed for the heart and lungs. 

https://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Logans-Law
https://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/Logans-Law


  

This legislation seeks to address these problems by potentially expanding the organ 

donor base by signing up when applying for a hunting, fishing, or trapping license, 

lowering the age a minor can apply with parent permission to fourteen, and increased 

awareness as DNR licenses are renewed annually versus 8 years for driver’s licenses. 

  

  

If you are interested in being the Senate lead or co-sponsoring this legislation, 

please contact Representative Thiesfeldt’s office via email or phone at 6-3156.   

  

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  

This bill requires the Department of Natural Resources to provide a method by 

which a person who applies for a hunting, fishing, or trapping license may elect to 

indicate on a printed license, a conservation card, or a donor card that he or she 

wishes be included as a donor of an anatomical gift in the record of potential 

donors (donor), and requires DNR to maintain those records and disclose them to 

an eye bank, organ procurement organization, or tissue bank under certain 

circumstances. Under the bill, this method for electing to be a donor is similar to 

the method by which a person may, under current law, elect to be a donor in an 

application to the Department of Transportation for an operator's license or 

identification card.  Under current law, DOT is required to cooperate with the 

Department of Health Services in establishing a donor registry.  This bill requires 

DNR to also cooperate with DHS for this purpose. 

  

The bill also lowers the minimum age at which a person may elect to be a donor to 

14 years of age with the signed approval of a parent or guardian, but only with 

respect to a person who is applying for a hunting, fishing, or trapping license from 

DNR.  Under current law, generally, a person who is 15 and one-half years of age 

or who is an emancipated minor may elect to be a donor without a parent's or 

guardian's approval. 
 


