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Increasing Opportunities to Classes for All Students 

  
 
This bill gives more students, especially those in under-served schools and communities, 
access to more courses by improving on the current system.  This bill allows for a student 
to opt into a class that the student’s current school does not offer.  
  
Part-time Open Enrollment, previously known as Course Choice, is a program that allows 
certain Wisconsin students at K-12 schools to take courses at schools other than where 
they are enrolled.  Despite being available to students since 1997, this program is vastly 
underutilized due to access, availability, and lack of information.   
  
In 2013, the program was amended to allow public school students to take classes from 
both nonresident school districts and nonprofit organizations, including private schools. 
This program was rolled back in 2017 and today, only high school students at public 
schools can take classes from other public high schools. 
  
Currently, students take advantage of the program through virtual and traditional classes 
in a variety of topics, including foreign languages, Advanced Placement courses, and the 
arts, including music and band. This bill would expand and encourage all students across 
all sectors to take courses not offered in the school in which they are enrolled.  
  

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation please contact Representative 
Thiesfeldt’s office (6-3156) or Senator Darling’s office (6-5830) by Monday, January 
27th.  Co-sponsors will be added to both the Assembly and Senate bills unless 
otherwise requested. 
  
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 



  
This bill expands the part-time open enrollment program and renames it the course choice 

program. 
Under the current part-time open enrollment program, a pupil enrolled in a public school 

in the high school grades may attend a course at a public school in a nonresident school 

district.  Under the bill, a pupil enrolled in an educational institution, as defined in the bill, in 

grades one to twelve may attend a course at another educational institution.  A pupil may attend 

no more than a total of two courses at any one time under the current part-time open enrollment 

program or under the bill's course choice program. 
The bill defines an educational institution as any of the following: 
1.  A public school under the control of a pupil's resident school board, including a charter 

school authorized by the resident school board. 
2. A public school under the control of a pupil's nonresident school board, including a 

charter school authorized by the nonresident school board. 
3.  An independent charter school. 
4.  A private school. 
5.  A nonprofit organization approved by the Department of Public Instruction. 
Under the bill, participation in the course choice program is optional for an educational 

institution that is a private school or a nonprofit organization approved by DPI.  If a private school 

or DPI-approved nonprofit organization wishes to participate in the course choice program it must 

take certain actions by the June 1 preceding the school year in which it wishes to participate, 

including adopting a written policy specifying the acceptance and rejection criteria it will use in 

the following school year and posting on its Internet site a statement that it will participate in the 

course choice program and the courses that will be available to pupils under the program. If a 

private school or DPI-approved nonprofit organization does not take these actions, a pupil 

attending the private school or nonprofit organization may not attend courses at other educational 

institutions under the course choice program and pupils attending other educational institutions 

may not take courses at the private school or nonprofit organization under the course choice 

program.  Participation in both the part-time open enrollment program and the course choice 

program is mandatory for public schools. 
Under the bill, the educational institution that a pupil attends on a full-time basis must pay 

the educational institution offering a course the pupil takes under the course choice program an 

amount equal to the costs of providing the course to the pupil, as determined by DPI.  The bill 

prohibits an educational institution from charging or receiving any additional payment from a pupil 

or a pupil's full-time educational institution for attending a course at the educational institution 

under the course choice program. 
Under the current part-time open enrollment program, a pupil's resident school board may 

reject a pupil's application to attend a course in a nonresident school district if the resident school 

board determines that the cost of the course would impose an undue burden on the resident school 

district.  The bill extends the authority to reject a pupil's application on the basis that the cost of 

the course would be an undue burden to all full-time educational institutions. 
Similar to the low-income transportation assistance offered under current law, a pupil 

attending a course under the course choice program may apply to DPI for financial assistance for 

the cost of transportation to a course the pupil attends under the course choice program if the pupil 

is unable to pay the cost of the transportation. 



Under current law, in awarding transportation assistance, DPI must give a preference to pupils 

who satisfy the criteria for free or reduced-price lunch.  Under the bill, DPI must also give a 

preference to pupils who attend an educational institution in a rural community. 
Finally, the bill requires DPI to include information on the course choice program on DPI's 

Internet site, including links to the Internet sites of educational institutions participating in the 

program. 
 


