
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

DATE:            October 16, 2019 
  
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:          Senator Patrick Testin 
                        Representative Nancy VanderMeer 
  
RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-4597/1, relating to: potato marketing board grant 
and making an appropriation 
  
DEADLINE: Thursday, October 31st, 2019 at 4:00 PM 
  

 
Wisconsin is America’s Dairyland, but our state’s farmers are also national leaders in potato and 

vegetable production. Wisconsin ranks #1 in snap bean (green bean) production, #3 in sweet 

corn, and #3 in potatoes. In fact, a UW-Whitewater study from earlier this decade found that 

potatoes contributed over $522 million to Wisconsin’s economy annually. 
  
Agricultural productivity, and its enormous economic impact are tied to solid agricultural 

research. Our state’s potato and vegetable farmers rely on the new technologies and practices 

developed by researchers to improve water quality, pest management, and farming practices 

throughout the state. Unfortunately, funding for applied agricultural research has been steadily 

declining since 1993, and vacant positions have had a direct negative effect on potato growers 

and vegetable producers. 

Farmers, who are already facing a challenging economy, have had their work exacerbated by this 

decline. LRB 4597/1 seeks to reverse that trend to give Wisconsin agriculture, our farmers, and 

conservation efforts a boost.    

This proposal requires the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection to provide 

$500,000 in funding to the potato (and vegetable) marketing board for the purpose of funding 

vital research. The applied research investment will provide practical and applicable utility to 

potato and vegetable growers, and will help sustain this important industry in our state, by 

supplementing the private investments in research provided by the farmers. 
  
An example of this applied research in action can be found at the research station at Hancock, 

Wisconsin, where farmers and researchers are deeply involved in trying new growing methods to 

ensure better product quality, decrease crop inputs, and enhance the economic vitality of the 

Wisconsin farmer. Scientists at the Hancock Research Station are recognized internationally as 

leaders in potato research, and Wisconsin farmers rely on their work every growing season. This 

legislation will help Wisconsin growers continue to fund the research projects that will sustain 

our potato & vegetable economy. 
  



For more information on potato research projects that are supported by the farmers, go 

to: https://wisconsinpotatoes.com/growing/research/. 
  
To cosponsor LRB 4597/1, please contact Sen. Testin’s office (266-3123) or Jesse in Rep. 

VanderMeer’s office (266-8366) office by Thursday, October 31st. Cosponsors will 

automatically be signed on to the Assembly and Senate versions of the bill unless otherwise 

instructed. 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill appropriates $500,000 to the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection for the purpose of providing a grant to the potato industry board in fiscal year 
2020-21. For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
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