
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
  
TO: Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM: Representative Loren Oldenburg 
               Senator Luther Olsen 
  
DATE: February 5, 2020 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB 4595/1 – relating to: corn marketing board grant and making an 
appropriation. 
  

DEADLINE: Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

  
Wisconsin is a major corn and soybean growing state.  In 2017 and 2018, the average 
number of corn bushels was about 525.5 million harvested on approximately 3 million 
acres.  Moreover, the average number of soybean bushels was about 104 million harvested 
on approximately 2 million acres of Wisconsin’s farmland.  
  
Exports of corn and corn products add an estimated $265 million to Wisconsin’s economy, 
ranking Wisconsin at number 10 in the nation for corn exports as of 2017.  Soybeans come 
in at number 14 in the nation, with an added estimate of $482 million to the state’s 
economy. 
Unfortunately, a wet growing season plagued Wisconsin corn and soybean farmers in 2019, 
and the crops suffered the second slowest harvest pace in the past 40 years according to 
Crop Progress records.  Likewise, 2019’s trade uncertainty with China, Mexico, and Canada 
had a negative impact on growers throughout the state. 
  
As many in the agriculture industry are seeking innovations to increase productivity, so are 
Wisconsin’s corn and soy growers. The corn marketing board was created in 1984 and has 
nine members who represent approximately 18,000 corn growers in Wisconsin. Similarly, 
the soy marketing board was created in 1983 and includes seven members who represent 
about 14,000 soybean growers in the state. The purpose of each board is research, new 
product development, international and domestic marketing, and education. 
  
This proposal would require the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection to provide $500,000 in funding to the corn and soy marketing boards to expand 
opportunities for corn and soy growing success in Wisconsin.  
  
If you would like to cosponsor this legislation, please reply to this email or contact 

Representative Oldenburg’s office at 6-3534 or Senator Olsen’s office at 6-0751 by 5:00pm on 

Wednesday, February 12th. 
  
  



                                                                                                                                                                                 
               
                                               Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill appropriates $500,000 to the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection for the purpose 
of providing a grant to the corn promotion board in fiscal year 2020-21. 
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 
to this bill. 
                                                                                                                                                                                 
               
  
  
 


