
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

DATE:            October 17, 2019 
  
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:           Representative Nancy VanderMeer 
                         Senator Patrick Testin 
  
RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-4594/1, relating to: cranberry marketing board grant 
and making an appropriation 
  
DEADLINE:  October 31st, 2019 at 4:00 PM 
  

 
  

Cranberries are Wisconsin’s largest fruit crop and Wisconsin leads the nation in cranberry 

production. There are about 240 growers in Wisconsin who farm about 21,000 acres of 

cranberries across 20 counties. Wisconsin growers grow over 65% of the U.S. cranberry crop. A 

recent economic analysis showed that cranberry growing has a $1 billion impact on our state’s 

economy and provides over 3,200 Wisconsin jobs. 

Cranberry grower’s success is a direct result of a strong infrastructure and support system for 

growing, processing and moving cranberries to market. A significant piece of that infrastructure 

is a strong partnership with Wisconsin researchers. Growers are fortunate to have a group of 

young, enthusiastic and innovative research and extension faculty working with them to address 

production problems, discover solutions and new technologies and then transferring this 

information to growers to allow them to grow a crop in a sustainable manner. Through their 

marketing order, individual growers and other industry sources, Wisconsin growers provide in 

excess of $500,000 in support to research and extension programs each year. These projects look 

at issues ranging from variety improvement, plant nutrition, water conservation, water quality, 

insect, disease and weed management, development of sustainable growing practices as well as 

new technologies to monitor crop progress throughout the growing season. 
  
The Wisconsin cranberry industry has made it’s own investment in research by purchasing a 

133-acre cranberry farm located in Jackson County to be used as a dedicated cranberry research 

farm. This cranberry research station will provide a source of sound science for Wisconsin 

growers, but funding is needed for cranberry research projects and graduate students in order to 

develop sound, credible science upon which farming practices can be improved. 
  
LRB 4594/1 requires the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection to provide 

$500,000 to the cranberry marketing board for the purpose of funding research vital to the 

industry and individual growers in the field. The applied research investment will provide 

practical and applicable utility to growers in order to sustain our state’s status as the premier 

cranberry producer in the world. 



  
To cosponsor LRB 4594/1, please contact Jesse in Rep. VanderMeer’s office or Jim in Sen. 

Testin’s office by Thursday, October 31st. Cosponsors will automatically be signed on to the 

Assembly and Senate versions of the bill unless otherwise instructed. 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill appropriates $500,000 to the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection for the purpose of providing a grant to the cranberry marketing board in fiscal 
year 2020-21. For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as 
an appendix to this bill. 
 


