
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
DATE: March 10, 2020 
  
TO: All Legislators 
  
FROM: Sen. Smith 

Rep. Meyers 
  
RE: LRB-4579/1 – relating to: funding for the municipal flood control program and 
making an appropriation. 
  
SHORT DEADLINE: Thursday, March 12th at 5:00 p.m. 
  
We are pleased to partner with Governor Evers to introduce legislation that bolsters 
state efforts to partner with local governments, protect public health and safety, and 
invest in creative and effective flood prevention projects. The Municipal Flood Control 
Grant program provides critical resources to local governments for the following 
activities: property acquisition and structure removal, flood proofing, riparian restoration, 
acquisition of vacant land for flood storage, construction of flood control detention 
ponds, and flood mapping projects. 
  
The bill would establish a new GPR continuing appropriation to fund the Municipal Flood 
Control Grant program. The bill provides $5,000,000 GPR in each fiscal year, for a total 
of $10,000,000. The bill specifies that of the $5,000,000, at least 20 percent in each 
fiscal year must be set aside for flood proofing, riparian restoration, acquisition of vacant 
land for flood storage, construction of flood control detention ponds and flood mapping 
projects. Due to the high demand for funds and project prioritization, the DNR has 
focused funds on property acquisition and structure removal. The 20 percent set aside 
will ensure that other types of projects are funded, including those that prioritize 
restoration. 
  
If you are interested in co-sponsoring this bill please contact my office at 266-
8546 or reply to this email (sen.smith@legis.wisconsin.gov) by Thursday, March 
12th at 5:00 p.m. 
  
Anyone who signs on to the Senate version will automatically be added to the Assembly 
version unless indicated otherwise. 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill increases the amount appropriated to the Department of Natural Resources for 

municipal flood control by $10,000,000. Under current law, DNR administers the municipal 

flood control program to provide financial assistance to local governmental units for facilities 

and structures for the collection and transmission of storm water and groundwater, including the 

purchase of perpetual flowage and conservation easement rights on land within floodways, and 

for the floodproofing of public and private structures that remain in the 100-year floodplain. The 
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bill requires DNR to allocate at least 20 percent of the program's funding for projects that 

involve any of the following: 
1. Floodproofing and elevation of structures. 
2. Riparian restoration projects. 
3. Acquisition of land and easements. 
4. Construction of structures for flood control and riparian restoration. 
5. Preparation of flood insurance studies and other flood mapping projects. 

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
 


