
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
Date: January 17, 2020 
From: Rep. Katrina Shankland, Rep. John Nygren, Rep. Todd Novak, Rep. Sondy Pope, 

Rep. Gary Hebl, Rep. Jill Billings and Sen. Jeff Smith 
Re: Co-sponsorship of LRB 4534, creating the clean water fund for our future 
Short deadline: Thursday, January 23, 2020 

Last week, the Speaker’s Task Force on Water Quality introduced legislation creating 

new clean water initiatives and supporting existing resources for water quality. As we traveled 

around the state for 14 public hearings, we discovered the true cost of contamination. The 

Groundwater Coordinating Council’s 2019 report estimates that it would cost $440 million just 

to clean up nitrate contamination. Wisconsin needs a stronger financial foundation to support 

folks with contaminated wells. We also need a long-term strategy to fund remediation, 

prevention, and enforcement efforts so taxpayers don’t have to keep paying for cleanup. 
  

            The Clean Water Fund for Our Future would create a new non-lapsible trust fund 

designated for clean water initiatives. The legislature would transfer $10 million in General 

Purpose Revenue biennially, a move we could budget for through the Joint Finance Committee 

process every biennium. The fund would not be able to be utilized for anything other than clean 

water. In the case of a financial emergency, funds from this account could be transferred only if 

the entire rainy day fund were expended.  
  
The bill includes strong oversight from a new committee called the Joint Committee for the 

Oversight of the Water Fund for Our Future. This committee would vet applications for use of 

the water fund, including state agency requests for water quality initiatives. The water fund 

would also include a rapid response fund for the use of urgent environmental, natural disaster, or 

health issues in need of reimbursement. The DNR and Department of Justice would be able to 

claw back the funds expended from the clean water fund when the contamination was caused by 

an individual or company. 
  
            When we were in La Crosse, the task force heard from the Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources and the Minnesota Geological Survey about how the clean water fund 

supports their statewide mapping efforts. Since 2008, Minnesota has had a Clean Water Fund 

that has successfully supported hundreds of water quality initiatives across the state, from 

drinking water to surface water. Ohio recently created a clean water fund called H2Ohio, 

investing hundreds of millions of dollars over the next few years to support clean drinking water 

and protecting their lakes, rivers, and streams. Wisconsin can and should do the same. Building 

on the work of the task force, we are committed to establishing a clean water fund for our future, 

and for the future of every child in Wisconsin who deserves to drink clean and safe water from 

the tap. 
            

While 2019 was the Year of Clean Drinking Water, with your support, 2020 will put us 

on an even stronger path forward for water quality in Wisconsin.   
  

If you have questions or would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email, or 

contact Representative Shankland’s office at 7-9649 by 5:00 pm on Thursday, January 23, 

2020. 
  



Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill creates a new nonlapsible trust fund, designated as the water fund for our future, 

to consist of $10,000,000 transferred biennially from the general fund. Under the bill, the Joint 

Committee on Finance may at any time transfer any amount of the unencumbered balance from 

the fund to the budget stabilization fund, if the budget stabilization fund has been fully expended. 
The bill also creates the Joint Committee for the Oversight of the Water Fund for Our 

Future.  Under the bill, the committee receives applications for making expenditures from the 

fund and makes recommendations to JCF regarding use of the fund. 
Under the bill, the committee may also recommend to JCF an amount to transfer to a 

rapid response account created within the water fund for our future, which may be used by the 

Department of Natural Resources and the Department of Health Services to respond to natural 

disasters and public health emergencies. Funds from the rapid response account may be used for 

the costs of remediation and to notify, relocate, and assist people affected by the natural disaster 

or public health emergency. 
The bill also allows DNR and the Department of Justice to seek reimbursement from 

responsible parties for funds expended from the water fund for our future. Finally, the bill allows 

any agency to submit a request to JCF for supplemental funds from the water fund for our 

future.  JCF may approve the request after considering any recommendation from the Joint 

Committee for the Oversight of the Water Fund for Our Future. 
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
 


