
To:       All Legislators 
  
From:   Senators Patrick Testin and Janet Bewley 
            Representatives Jeff Mursau, Scott Krug, and Dave Considine 
              
Date:   October 23, 2019 
  

Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB 4500/LRB 4689; relating to: funding for service 
award payments and making an appropriation 

  
DEADLINE:  5:00 PM on Tuesday, October 30, 2019 
1999 Wisconsin Act 105 created The Service Award Program (formerly called the 
Length of Service Award Program, or LOSA) for volunteer fire fighters, first responders 
and emergency medical technicians. Over the past two decades, there has been bi-
partisan agreement on the efficacy and importance of this program as a volunteer 
recruitment and retention tool. 
  
In recent weeks, many legislators may have heard from volunteers in their districts 
concerned with the fact that they have not received the funds owed to them. To remedy 
this delinquency, LRB 4500/1 adjusts allocations for this program so that funding is 
commensurate with the commitments that the state has made. This enables Wisconsin 
to keep the promise it made to the “Heroes next door” 

  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Jeff in Senator Testin’s 
office (608) 266-3123 or Cory in Represenative Mursau’s office (608) 266-3780 
by 5:00pm on October 30th. All co-sponsors will be added to both the Senate and 
Assembly version unless specified otherwise. 
  
Under current law, the Department of Administration administers a service award program, 

which provides monetary length-of-service awards to volunteer fire fighters, first responders, and 

volunteer emergency medical technicians. Under the program, DOA pays a state match of up to 

$390 per service award per fiscal year based on amounts contributed by municipalities. The 

appropriation for the state match paid by DOA is currently capped at $2,500,000 per fiscal year. 

This bill increases that amount to $2,805,700 in fiscal year 2019-20 and $2,900,000 in fiscal year 

2020-21 and subsequent fiscal years. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 

bill. 
 


