
Co-Sponsorship Memo 
To: All Legislators 
From: Representatives Dianne Hesselbein, Lisa Subeck, Shelia Stubbs, Chris Taylor, 
Melissa Sargent and Senator Jon Erpenbach 
Re: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-4483 and LRB-5569: relating to: prohibition against 
undetectable firearms, possessing a frame or receiver of a firearm without a serial 
number, and providing a penalty. 
Deadline: February 12, 2020 at 5:00 PM. 
Over a year ago on September 19, 2018, our community fell victim to a gunman during 
a workplace shooting at WTS Paradigm. If not for the brave first responders and the 
swift actions of the employees of Paradigm, the casualties may have been more tragic. 
Nevertheless, the impact on our community is a wound we all have to bear, especially 
those closest to the attack. 
After the dramatic unfolding of events, many of us want to prevent this from happening 
in the future. The gunman, Anthony Tong, was an employee of WTS Paradigm and was 
prevented from buying or possessing a firearm in 2004. Tong was reported to have 
legally assembled a huge cache of weapon parts. This revelation underscores 
Wisconsin’s need to address the ghost gun loophole. 
Ghost guns (or undetectable firearms) are described as firearms that are assembled 
from kits or made with a 3D printer. Ghost guns made in this way may be undetectable 
by metal detectors and untraceable by law enforcement. Selling gun parts and 
components that can be used to build a firearm creates a loophole since buyers of 
unfinished gun parts or components are not required to undergo a background check. 
Self-assembled firearms can also be ghost guns as they may not come with a serial 
number, whereas a traditional manufacturer would include this information. 
LRB-4483 and LRB-5569 address the issue of undetectable firearms and serial 
numbers on firearm components. Below you will find information included in the 
Legislative Council Analysis of LRB-4483 and LRB-5569. 
This bill prohibits the manufacture, transportation, sale, possession, and carrying of 
firearms that cannot be detected by metal detectors or airport x-ray machines or 
scanners.  A person who violates the prohibition is guilty of a Class G felony. This bill 
also prohibits the sale, posting, provision, or possession of plans for manufacturing an 
undetectable firearm.  A person who violates the prohibition is guilty of a Class H felony. 
Finally, the bill prohibits the possession of a frame or a receiver of a firearm that is not 
marked with a serial number.  A person who violates the prohibition is guilty of a Class I 
felony. 
If you would like to sign on to this legislation, please respond to my office by February 
12, 2020 at 5:00 PM. 
  
 


