
To:      Legislative Colleagues 
From: Senators Jacque, Erpenbach and Carpenter 
            Representatives Brandtjen and Taylor 
Date:   December 10, 2019 
Re:      Requiring pediatricians and pediatric specialists to complete continuing medical 

education specific to neuroimmune disorders in children. 
DEADLINE: Wednesday, December 18th at 3:00pm 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
PANS (Pediatric Acute-Onset Neuropsychiatric Syndrome) is a treatable neurological disorder 

associated with the inflation of the brain, that features seizures, OCD, tics, anxiety, motor and 

sensory impairments, restricted eating, and loss of motor and cognitive abilities in some cases. 
PANS can become a life threatening condition, with some children taking their own lives, 

jumping out of moving vehicles, and otherwise exhibiting erratic and unpredictable behavior. 

Research from Stanford shows that families of children with PANS experience levels of 

caregiver burden so substantial that they are compared to diseases considered debilitating. 
Taxpayer dollars are spent on school services, inpatient psychiatric care, residential treatment, 

and medication for children that go without proper diagnoses. In many cases, prompt treatment 

requires no more than a course of antibiotics. 
The National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) estimates that up to 30 percent of children being 

treated for mental health disorders could be restored to health by proper diagnosis and treatment 

of PANS. By NIMH estimates, 7,000 to 28,000 children in Wisconsin are suffering from PANS 

and have not received a proper diagnosis due to lack of awareness and education. Currently, less 

than 1% of Wisconsin children with PANS are treated within the state so most families must 

travel out of the state to seek treatment. 
Last session the Assembly unanimously passed a similar bill (stalled in the Senate) that created a 

15-member advisory council within DHS, made up of pediatricians, parents with affected 

children, medical researchers, physicians and others. Since then, an online training seminar 

featuring experts from Stanford University, University of California-San Francisco, Rutgers, and 

other top institutions that will assist medical doctors in diagnosing these debilitating diseases, has 

been developed and is funded by Foundation for Children with Neuroimmune Disorders, a 501c3 

nonprofit organization. This new approach will be more effective and less expensive than an 

advisory council. The bill sunsets in two years, has no costs to physicians, and requires only two 

total hours of education, which can be completed at any point within the two-year period. 
If you would like to sign onto LRB 4473/1, please contact Representative Brandtjen at 7-2367 or 

Senator Jacque at 6-3512 or reply to this email by 3:00 PM on Wednesday, December 18th. 
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill requires each physician who specializes in general pediatrics or a pediatric 
specialty to view not less than two hours of live presentations or webinars about 
neuroimmune disorders in children, including pediatric acute-onset neuropsychiatric 
syndrome and autoimmune encephalitis, by January 1, 2022. Also, under the bill, the 
Department of Health Services must consult with the Medical Examining Board to 
designate live presentations and webinars about child neuroimmune disorders, must 
designate the dates on which the live presentations and webinars will be held, and must 
make information about the presentations and webinars available on its Internet site. The 
bill requires that the live presentations and webinars that DHS designates must be 



approved by the examining board as satisfying continuing education requirements for 
physicians. 

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 

to this bill. 
 


