
TO:                 All Legislators 
  
FROM:          Senator Kooyenga and Representative VanderMeer 
  
DATE:            September 25, 2019 
  
RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB 4448 and LRB 3710 – relating to requirements for funeral 

director apprenticeships and licenses, extending the time limit for emergency rule procedures, 

and providing an exemption from emergency rule procedures.  
  

DEADLINE:  October 4, 2019 
  
Industry professionals and stakeholders in the funeral service and cremation profession are 

incredibly concerned about the number of students interested in entering the mortuary school 

program in Wisconsin. Fifty years ago, Milwaukee Area Technical College’s (MATC) Mortuary 

School – the state’s only mortuary school – graduated 40 to 50 funeral directors from the 

program. The current class enrollment for this year is 16. One primary and probable reason for 

dwindling enrollment numbers are the academic requirements placed upon Wisconsin students in 

relation to their peers in neighboring states and across the country. 
  
Aside from the states of Ohio and Minnesota, which require a four-year degree to receive funeral 

director licensure, Wisconsin is one of a handful of states that require three (total) years of 

academic instruction to receive the same degree as states which only require two years of 

academic instruction. 
  
Milwaukee Area Technical College’s Mortuary School and industry stakeholders are interested 

in addressing this issue by reducing the amount of academic instruction required for students 

studying in the program. 
  
As it stands now, in order to be licensed as a Funeral Director, a prospective licensee must have 

completed 2 academic years of instruction in a recognized college or university in a course of 

study approved by the examining board, or have equivalent education and the person must have 

satisfactorily completed 9 months or more of instruction in a prescribed course in mortuary 

science approved by the examining board, among other requirements. 
  
Because prospective licensee students are required to complete 2 years of instruction in a 

recognized college or university in addition to an approved mortuary school program, they end 

up being required to complete coursework that is only loosely related to their future profession in 

order to satisfy this part of the licensing requirements. This extends the time and financial 

investment that students need to make to become licensed in Wisconsin, while several other 

states, such as Illinois, do not have this requirement. 
  
LRB-4448 would change the requirement of two academic years of instruction from a 

recognized college or university to a 24 academic credit requirement. In addition, under the bill, 

a person who has successfully completed an approved mortuary school program would not have 

to take the pre-certification course prior to receiving their funeral director apprentice license. 



Taking the pre-certification course is redundant and unnecessary for anyone who has 

successfully completed mortuary school. 
  
Stakeholders and MATC believe that this change will: 
  

• Increase the number of students in MATC’s Mortuary School program as the program 

will be more in line with neighboring states, and 
• Boost MATC’s Mortuary School competitiveness with other programs throughout the 

country 
  
Milwaukee Area Technical College (MATC) and the Funeral Service & Cremation 

Alliance of Wisconsin (FSCA) are supportive of this legislation. 
  
If you have any questions or would like to co-sponsor LRB-4448 and its companion legislation, 

LRB-3710, please contact Representative VanderMeer’s office or Senator Kooyenga’s office. 

You will be automatically added to the Assembly and Senate version of the bill unless directed 

otherwise. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Currently, in order to be eligible for a funeral director license, an individual must, in addition to 

satisfying other requirements, have 1) completed a funeral director apprenticeship; 2) completed 

two academic years of instruction in a recognized college or university; and 3) completed nine 

months or more instruction in a prescribed course in mortuary science. Current law requires that 

the nine months of mortuary science be completed after completing a 16-hour certification class, 

which is a prerequisite to beginning the apprenticeship. 
  
This bill 1) requires 24 semester credits of education, instead of two years, in order to be granted 

a funeral director license; and 2) eliminates the requirement that the nine months of instruction in 

mortuary science be completed after completing a 16-hour certification class. The bill further 

provides that if an individual completes the nine months of instruction in mortuary science 

before beginning an apprenticeship, the 16-hour certification class is not required to begin the 

apprenticeship. The bill also makes various non-substantive organizational changes to the laws 

governing funeral directors. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 

bill. 
 


