
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:                 All Legislators 
FROM:           Representative Melissa Sargent 
DATE:           September 20, 2019 
RE:                 LRB 4404/1 – relating to: requiring the committees on assembly and senate 

organization to immediately appoint a joint task force on clean and renewable energy. 
DEADLINE: Friday, September 27th by 5:00p.m. 

  
Climate change and environmental degradation is an issue that truly impacts every corner of our 

society. The decisions that we make today as legislators will have lasting effects on future 

generations, and we have an obligation to ensure the longevity of all of our states clean natural 

resources and protect our Earth. As thousands of students across our nation walk out of school 

today to show that we cannot continue our wasteful practices, it is our job to hear their voices 

and protect their future. 
  
The current status of our state and nation’s energy infrastructure is unsustainable, and we must 

make it an absolute priority to revolutionize this crucial industry. In 2018 alone, U.S. energy-

related C02 emissions exceeded 5,260 million metric tons, while Wisconsin’s electric power 

sector was responsible for 95.6 million metric tons of C02. As a state whose identity rests in our 

beautiful natural resources and historic outdoor heritage, it is hypocritical to continue to 

contribute to this ongoing climate crisis, while failing to invest in our state’s future. 
  
With only 9% of Wisconsin’s utility-scale net electricity coming from renewable energy sources, 

our state’s energy infrastructure is in need of desperate reform. Opportunities around clean and 

renewable energy present some of the greatest possibilities for long-term job creation, while also 

diversifying our energy sector to limit foreign energy domination. As our children use their 

voices today to demand change, Wisconsin must take action to become a leader in the field of 

clean energy innovation, while dedicating ourselves to long-term sustainable initiatives. 
  
This proposal will create a legislative task force consisting of an equal number of members of the 

majority and minority parties in each house of the legislature. This task force is to look at the 

development of clean energy sources to our energy infrastructure, creation of sustainable jobs 

while reducing pollution, and ways to move Wisconsin away from our current fossil fuel-based 

energy sources. 
  

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation please reply to this email or call 

Representative Sargent’s office at 266-0960 by 5:00 PM on Friday, September 27th. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
The joint resolution requires the committees on assembly and senate organization to 

immediately appoint a joint task force on clean and renewable energy, consisting of an equal 

number of majority and minority party members in each house of the legislature, to devise ways 

to facilitate the development of clean energy solutions, create jobs while reducing pollution, 

move Wisconsin away from fossil fuel-based energy production, and prevent foreign nations 

https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.php?id=77&t=11
https://www.eia.gov/state/?sid=WI


from dominating the clean energy field. Under the joint resolution, the task force must deliver its 

findings to the assembly and the senate before December 31, 2020. 
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