
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
To: All Legislators 
  
From: Representatives Staush Gruszynski and David Steffen 
            Senators Dave Hansen and Robert Cowles 
                
Date: September 26, 2019 
  
Re: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-4378/1 relating to: designating the Bart Starr 
Memorial Bridge. 
  
Deadline: October 4th, 2019 
  
This legislation would rename the “Walnut Street Bridge” on STH 29 in downtown Green 
Bay as the “Bart Starr Memorial Bridge” in honor of late Hall of Fame quarterback and 
Green Bay Packers legend Bart Starr. While he is best known as a Packers icon and 
the MVP of the first two Super Bowls, Mr. Starr was also deeply committed to 
community service and, along with his wife Cherry Starr, co-founded Rawhide Boys 
Ranch in Caledonia in 1965 to help at-risk youth. Mr. and Mrs. Starr also founded the 
Vince Lombardi Cancer Foundation in 1971. The foundation has given over $21 million 
to support cancer research and care. 
  
Mr. Starr passed away in May 2019 at the age of 85. The Bart Starr Memorial Bridge 
designation would recognize Mr. Starr’s tremendous athletic achievements and his life-
long contributions to Green Bay and the state of Wisconsin. Under the bill, no state 
funds, other than from contributions from interested parties, may be used for this 
project. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-4378/1, please reply to this email or call Rep. 
Gruszynski’s office at 6-0616 by October 4th, 2019 at 5:00pm. 
  

 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau: 
This bill directs the Department of Transportation to designate and, upon receipt 

of sufficient contributions from interested parties, mark the bridge on STH 29 across the 
Fox River in the city of Green Bay as the “Bart Starr Memorial Bridge.” No state funds, 
other than from contributions from interested parties, may be used for the erection or 

maintenance of any markers to identify the highway as the “Bart Starr Memorial Bridge.” 
 


