
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

DATE:            Wednesday, September 25, 2019 
  
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:           Representative Cindi Duchow, 

Representative Rob Stafsholt, 
Senator Alberta Darling 
  

RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-4373/1, relating to: grants to support peer-to-peer 
suicide prevention programs in high schools, granting rule-making authority, and making 
an appropriation. 
  
DEADLINE: Wednesday, October 2, 2019 at 5:00 PM 
  

 
  
This legislation is part of a broader package of bills recommended by the Speaker’s Task Force on 

Suicide Prevention. This bipartisan task force was created in March of 2019 and held six public 

hearings across the state with the charge of evaluating the current resources for suicide prevention 

and identifying opportunities to target and assist at-risk individuals. 
  
Peer-to-peer suicide prevention programs like HOPE Squad and Source of Strength have a huge 

impact on adolescents. Trained peer leaders that come out of these programs are much more likely 

to refer suicidal friends to an adult. These programs also help to diminish some of the negative 

stigma around seeking help, and increase the perception of adult support in a positive manner. 

Overall, the peer leaders coming out of these programs enhance the protective factors in reducing 

suicide in school populations. 
  
By providing a way for schools to apply for financial resources necessary to start these peer-to-

peer programs, we can have a direct impact in reducing suicides in our adolescent population. DPI 

may award grant amounts up to $1000. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this e-mail or contact Alicia in 

Representative Duchow’s office at 6-3007 or Rachel in Senator Darling’s office at 6-5830 

by Wednesday, October 2, 2019 at 5:00 PM 
  
If you or someone you know is struggling, call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 

1.800.273.8255 or text “HOPELINE” to 741741. 
  
You can also find the interim report, in its entirety, here. 
  

 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

https://legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/committees/assembly/suicideprevention/media/1174/interim-report-of-the-assembly-speakers-task-force-on-suicide-prevention.pdf


  
This bill requires the Department of Public Instruction to establish a competitive grant 

program to award grants for the purpose of supporting peer-to-peer suicide prevention 
programs in public, private, and tribal high schools. Under the bill, a grant may be awarded to 
support an existing peer-to-peer suicide prevention program or to implement a peer-to-peer 
suicide prevention program at a high school. However, for the purposes of awarding grants, 
the bill requires DPI to give a preference to applications to implement peer-to-peer suicide 
prevention programs. 
  

Under the bill, for each high school for which a grant is awarded, DPI may award the 
governing body of the high school up to $1,000. The bill further specifies that DPI may renew a 
grant for an individual school for up to three additional school years. 
 


