
To:     All Legislators 

  

From:   Senator Johnson 

Representative Billings 

  

Deadline:  February 6th, 2020 at 5:00 pm 

  

RE:  Co-sponsorship LRB – 4321/1 relating to: allowing certain child care providers to 

participate in the teacher loan program and making an appropriation. 

  

  

We know that the first five years of a child’s life are extraordinarily impactful.  Nearly 95% of a 

child’s brain development takes place before they begin kindergarten, so the availability of high 

quality early educational experiences is critical for future success in school and society.  We also 

know that the benefits that accrue from preschool are greatest for those children whose families 

are facing issues of poverty at home. 

  

High quality early childhood education can alter the trajectory of young lives, with the whole 

community benefitting from the positive outcomes, but accessing early childhood education 

relies on a robust supply of highly qualified educators.  Attracting and retaining early childhood 

teachers is a major challenge—with many preschool teachers making nearly half as much as the 

average kindergarten teacher.  A 2016 report found that Wisconsin was one of six states where 

preschool teachers earned less than $24,000 per year, which was below the poverty level for a 

family of four.  At a time when degrees in early-childhood education have the lowest projected 

earnings of all college graduates, public action is needed to boost the incentives for talented 

students to enter this critical field. 

  

LRB-4321 expands eligibility for the current Teacher Loan Program to students enrolled in a 

program leading to a bachelor's degree in early childhood education.  The student must be a state 

resident who is enrolled at an in-state institution of higher education and he or she maintains a 

2.0 grade point average.  Early childhood education graduates of the program would then have 

25% of their loan and interest forgiven for each year they are employed full-time as a child care 

provider in the area of early childhood education by a public or private school or a licensed child 

care center that provides services to individuals who receive a child care subsidy under 

Wisconsin Shares, without regard to the location of the school or center. 

  

The bill adds $100,000 to the Teacher Loan Program appropriation to accommodate the 

inclusion of early childhood educators in the program. 

  

If you would like to co-sponsor this bill please contact Senator Johnson’s office at 266-2500 or 

Representative Billings’ office at 266-5780 by February 6th @ 5:00pm. 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under this bill, students enrolled in programs leading to a bachelor's degree in early childhood 

education are eligible for loans under a program under current law. 



Current law requires the Higher Educational Aids Board to establish a program for making loans 

to students enrolled in programs leading to teaching licenses in disciplines that the federal 

Department of Education has identified as teacher shortage areas. To be eligible for the loans, a 

student must be a state resident who is enrolled at an in-state institution of higher education. In 

addition, the student must maintain a specified minimum grade point average. Current law 

requires HEAB to forgive 25 percent of a loan and interest for each year that a loan recipient is 

employed full-time as a teacher in a high-demand area related to the discipline identified by the 

federal Department of Education. In addition, to be eligible for forgiveness, the loan recipient 

must be employed by a private or public elementary or secondary school in a rural county or the 

city of Milwaukee. 

  

Under this bill, a student enrolled in a program leading to a bachelor's degree in early childhood 

education is also eligible for loans under the program, if he or she is a state resident who is 

enrolled at an in-state institution of higher education and he or she maintains the specified 

minimum grade point average. Also, the bill requires HEAB to forgive 25 percent of a loan and 

interest for each year that the loan recipient is employed full-time as a child care provider in the 

area of early childhood education by a public or private school or a licensed child care center that 

provides services to individuals who receive a child care subsidy under Wisconsin Shares, 

without regard to the location of the school or center. 

  

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 

bill. 
 


