
DATE:                 Tuesday, January 14, 2020 
  
TO:                      Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:                Representatives Daniel Riemer & Amanda Stuck and Senator Lena 
Taylor 
  
DEADLINE:         Tuesday, January 21, 2020 
  
Re: Co-sponsorship of LRB-4305, relating to: the use of radon-resistant 
construction materials and techniques in new construction of public buildings, 
places of employment, one-family and two-family dwellings, and modular homes 
and requiring the exercise of rule-making authority 
  
Radon is a colorless and odorless gas which occurs naturally as radioactive metals 
break down in rocks, soil, and groundwater. When people are exposed to elevated 
levels of radon, usually through cracks and gaps in buildings, the radioactive particles of 
the gas can get trapped in the lungs and over time, lead to significant health risks. 
Radon is estimated by the Surgeon General and Environmental Protection Agency to 
lead to more than 20,000 lung cancer deaths across the U.S. each year and 
consistently ranks as the second leading cause of lung cancer in the U.S. after smoking. 
  
Unfortunately, people may not realize they are being exposed to unsafe levels of radon 
until a radon test is conducted in their home or workplace or until experiencing 
significant risks to their health after several years of elevated exposure. Fortunately, 
radon reduction systems can reduce levels of radon by up to 99 percent and are 
especially effective when radon-resistant materials are used in the construction of new 
commercial buildings and residential dwelling units. 
  
This bill requires the Department of Safety and Professional Services to establish 
standards in commercial and residential building codes which require the use of radon-
resistant construction techniques and materials in new constructions. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email no later than Tuesday, 
January 21 at 4:00 p.m. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Under current law, the Department of Safety and Professional Services 

promulgates rules that establish standards for all of the following: 
1.  The design, construction, maintenance, and inspection of public buildings 

and places of employment, commonly called the “commercial building code.” 
2.  The construction and inspection of one-family and two-family dwellings, 
commonly called the “uniform dwelling code.” 
3.  The use of building materials, methods, and equipment in the manufacture 

and installation of modular homes for use as dwellings or dwelling units. 
This bill requires DSPS, in promulgating those rules, to require the use of 



radon-resistant construction materials and techniques in new construction of public 
buildings, places of employment, one-family and two-family dwellings, and modular 
homes. 
 


