
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:                 Members of the Wisconsin State Legislature 
  
FROM:           Representative Kulp 
                       Representative Rathum 
                       Representative Quinn 
                       Representative Wittke 
                       Representative Kitchens 
  
DATE:            Tuesday October 16, 2019 
  
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB 4298/1 relating to assessments to evaluate 
reading readiness. 
  

DEADLINE:   Wednesday October 23, 2019 

  
Each school board has to assess the reading readiness of children from kindergarten 
through the second grade.  Currently chapter 118.016 of the statutes address 
assessments in reading readiness. It lacks enough specific categories in which to 
identify an individual with a reading disability. This bill adds language to chapter 
118.016 that includes not just phonemic awareness but rapid automatized naming, 
letter-word reading, and picture-naming vocabulary. By adding these methods of 
screening our schools will be able to catch a reading problem at an earlier age.  
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau: 
  
Under current law, each school board and operator of an independent charter school 
must annually assess the reading readiness of pupils in four-year-old kindergarten 
through second grade using an assessment selected by the school board or operator of 
the independent charter school. Current law requires that the reading readiness 
assessment selected by the school district or operator of the independent charter school 
must evaluate whether a pupil possesses phonemic awareness and letter sound 
knowledge. 
  
Under the bill, beginning in the 2020-21 school year, each school board and operator of 
an independent charter school must assess pupils in four-year-old kindergarten through 
second grade for reading readiness and reading difficulties using an assessment 
selected by the school board or operator of the independent charter school and a 
voluntary questionnaire about reading difficulties in a pupil's family history. The bill 
further specifies that the assessment selected by the school board or operator of the 
independent charter school must evaluate whether a pupil possesses age-appropriate 
skills in phonological and phonemic awareness, rapid automatized naming, letter-word 
reading, and picture-naming vocabulary. 
  



For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
  
To be added as a cosponsor please reply to this email or call Rep. Kulp’s office at 267-
0280. 
 


